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PRESENT:

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) – LNP

The Chair of Council, Councillor Andrew WINES (Enoggera Ward) – LNP
	LNP Councillors (and Wards) 
	ALP Councillors (and Wards)

	Adam ALLAN (Northgate)
Lisa ATWOOD (Doboy)
Matthew BOURKE (Jamboree)

Fiona CUNNINGHAM (Coorparoo)
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Fiona HAMMOND (Marchant) 

Vicki HOWARD (Central) 
Steven HUANG (MacGregor)
Sandy LANDERS (Bracken Ridge)
James MACKAY (Walter Taylor) 
Kim MARX (Runcorn)

Peter MATIC (Paddington)

David McLACHLAN (Hamilton)

Ryan MURPHY (Chandler)
Kate RICHARDS (Pullenvale)
Steven TOOMEY (The Gap) (Deputy Chair of Council)
	Jared CASSIDY (Deagon) (The Leader of the Opposition)
Kara COOK (Morningside) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition)
Peter CUMMING (Wynnum Manly)
Steve GRIFFITHS (Moorooka)

Charles STRUNK (Forest Lake)


	
	Queensland Greens Councillor (and Ward)

Jonathan SRI (The Gabba)

	
	Independent Councillor (and Ward)
Nicole JOHNSTON (Tennyson)


OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable. 


Councillors, are there any apologies? 
APOLOGY:
282/2019-20
An apology was submitted on behalf of the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS) and Councillor Angela OWEN, and they were granted leave of absence from the meeting on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Chair:
Any further apologies? 

Confirmation of Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

283/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4606 meeting of Council held on 29 October 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Chair:
Councillors, can I draw to your attention the public participant for today, and I’d like to call on Miss Kate Channer who will address the Chamber today on supporting people with brain injuries.


Welcome, Miss Channer. You can present either standing or sitting, whichever is your preference. You have five minutes, which begins when you begin. You have a clock there on your left to assist with the time. Welcome, and begin when you’re ready.

Miss Kate Channer – Supporting people with brain injury
Miss Kate Channer:
Good afternoon, Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, thank you for meeting with me today. My name is Kate Channer and I am here today to speak to you about acquired brain injuries. In 2011, when I was 24, I underwent emergency surgery to remove a three-centimetre tumour in the third ventricle in my brain. I suffered complications from the surgery, and left the hospital two months later with an acquired brain injury. I was unable to walk unassisted, read, and could not remember that I had a brain injury to the severe short-term memory loss that I had acquired. 


An acquired brain injury refers to any brain injury that occurs after birth. That damage can be caused by a stroke, brain infection, alcohol and other drug abuse, Parkinson’s disease, shaken baby syndrome, an accident or trauma such as a fall, car accident or by something that is very commonly discussed in the media lately, a king hit. So, it is quite evident from this list that it affects a broad range of people of all ages and walks of life. A brain injury can happen to anyone.


Brain injury results in deterioration in cognitive, physical, emotional or independent functioning. My tumour was not cancerous, so I’ve had a great number of people think that I’m all fixed now. But the tumour being removed was essentially the easy part. The eight years following the removal has been the hardest time of my life. I needed to learn how to walk again, read again, do simple everyday things like shower myself again. 


My brain injury has given me short-term memory loss, which has been debilitating to my life. It has affected my ability to work, study, my social interactions, and things that many of us take for granted every day, like popping into the shop to pick up the milk on the way home. I get to the shop: what am I here for? Or where have I parked my car? Also, far more serious things like leaving the stove top on.


I, like many other brain injury survivors, suffered from depression for many years. The physical disabilities following brain injury can be quite easy to see. But disabilities that affect thinking, emotion and behaviour can be far harder to recognise. It is for this reason that brain injury is sometimes called a hidden disability. 


Brain injury is common. According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, over 700,000 Australians have a brain injury. Three in every four of these people are aged 65 or under. As many as two out of every three acquired their brain injury before the age of 25, which leaves a long life ahead of them and the community and health support isn’t there. 


I have found it very difficult to find help and support services in Brisbane. One of the reasons is that the community doesn’t understand brain injuries. We need to talk about it more. There are so many avenues that someone can have an acquired or traumatic brain injury, and it affects so many people in our society, far more than we recognise. 


I have now undergone nine brain procedures in the last eight years, and even though I have made the decision to no longer receive any more treatment, it has become extremely important to me that I raise awareness about brain injury. It would mean the world to me if someone going through something similar to me had a better experience and more understanding. 


So, I have made raising awareness a priority on my bucket list. I’d really love your help in doing this. We can start these conversations, raise knowledge and increase awareness in Brisbane. By doing this, we can understand how to make Brisbane a welcoming, inclusive city for people living with a brain injury. 


I would really appreciate it if you were able to take the time to meet with me so we can talk about how to raise awareness for brain injury and make a difference to those who are affected in our community. I need your help. I can’t do it alone. Together we can help the hidden disability get the support and understanding that it needs. Thank you for your time.

Chair:
Thank you, Miss Channer. 

In response—Councillor MATIC, will respond. 

Response by Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chairman, and thank you, Miss Channer, for joining us today and for sharing your story. It takes great courage to be able to be so honest and frank in such a public place. I’m sure we’re all, I want to say, moved by what you’ve said. I think we can all equally say that what you’ve shared with us today is very moving.


You’ve raised a really important issue within our community of assisting people who have gone through different traumas, and then have to rebuild their lives, as you have done, with great courage and determination to get back to everyday activity. One of the things that Council is doing currently is updating our access and inclusion strategy. LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER has been fully behind the review that we have been undertaking. 


One of those things that we’re looking at is engaging with the community, with different people with different disabilities or who have suffered different injuries, and how those injuries leave a permanent mark on their life, and then what we can do as a Council to update or provide information or put facilities in place within public spaces to be able to assist you in your day-to-day activities. 


The points that you raised are really, really important. I’d really like the opportunity to have a conversation with you, particularly with the officers who are overseeing this policy, to get your feedback around the kind of challenges that you’ve faced, and the kind of improvements that we can make in our city in our day-to-day activities to make it easier for people to get around. 


This strategy that we’re doing at the moment has been built on our previous strategy. In our 2016-2020 term we undertook a huge upgrade of public infrastructure, public transport infrastructure as well, to help people with different disabilities and with different ailments to be able to get across the city, but we’re always constantly learning from what we’re doing, and engagement is absolutely fundamental to that. So, I’d love the opportunity to get together with you, and then you can share your story with the officers so that we can include your feedback into that access and inclusion strategy, and the things that Council can do to improve people’s day-to-day lives and being able to just get around the city in the ordinary course. Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you for sharing your story with us.

Miss Kate Channer:
Thank you.

Chair:
Mr Peers will look after you.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
Councillors, now begins Question Time. 

Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 

Councillor MURPHY.
Question 1
Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. This Administration has a strong and long track record of strong financial management and delivering balanced budgets. This has allowed us to deliver a record investment in public infrastructure—over $7 billion in the last decade. Standing in stark contrast is Labor’s proven track record of poor, reckless and, frankly, incompetent stewardship of the city’s finances. Nowhere is the difference clearer than when it comes to travel. Can you update the Chamber on this Administration’s prudent use of ratepayer funds when it comes to travel, and highlight the rank hypocrisy of the Australian Labor Party on this matter?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor MURPHY, for the question. There’s a glass box up in Labor Party headquarters in Peel Street which says, in case of emergency, break glass. That’s the box that they go to when they have no plans, no vision, no idea and they are absolutely desperate. 


So, we saw just a couple of weeks ago they went and broke that glass. They found a new Lord Mayoral candidate, they found a new Opposition Leader, and they found the blueprint to desperate candidates all over Australia. That blueprint said two things: salary and allowances, and travel. Because that’s the last campaign that they had at the city level that they thought was effective. They tried it against Sallyanne Atkinson, and they were successful in winning that election. So, they went back to that old plan and they dusted it off, and they’ve been going through it all over again. Very predictable, very predictable, but, unfortunately, on this occasion, very dishonest. 


We know that they have no ideas for the city. We know all they can do is throw mud. We know they’ve released no policies. We know that their policy is to be wreckers and not builders. But nothing is more evident than if you have a look at the history of the Sallyanne Atkinson campaign, and then the election of Jim Soorley and what happened after that, because there’s a very wise saying: fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me.


The people of Brisbane will not be fooled twice by this Labor Party Opposition and their grubby, dishonest scare tactics because the last time they campaigned on things like salary and travel, as soon as they got in, the snouts were in the trough, and they went into a feeding frenzy. They campaigned on salary, and then they came in and introduced all these fat allowances, which they loved, they absolutely loved, until a matter of weeks ago—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—until a matter of weeks ago. Then they campaigned against Sallyanne’s travel, and guess what they did when they got in. They went on the biggest splurge of travel that this city has ever seen. Let’s put the facts on the table.


Last financial year, all of Council—and I’m talking about all of the 8,200 Council officers that are out there, across all of Council—Council’s travel bill was $228,000, for the whole organisation. Guess what Labor’s travel bill was in their last year in administration: $1.6 million; $1.6 million. Last year, $228,000 for the whole of Council; under Labor, $1.6 million. Now, that wasn’t just a one-off thing. The top four years of Labor travel: $1.6 million, $1.59 million, $1.3 million, $1.26 million. These are the facts. No one travelled more than Labor Councils. 


Under Labor Councils, there was jet-setting that happened all around the world. Guess what: the dishonest Sallyanne Atkinson campaign against her, Jim Soorley said, I will only—I will cut travel expenses, and I will only travel economy. Guess what: as part of his swan song, he went on a $50,000 business class trip around the world, a worldwide trip. So, yes, these guys are going to re‑live that campaign, but just like I said, fool me once, shame on you; fool me twice, shame on me. The people of Brisbane will not be fooled by Labor lies. 


The record is there. These guys say anything to try and get elected, and when they get elected, they do the absolute opposite. They get their snouts in the trough; they spend money like there’s no tomorrow. They run up budget deficits, they run up debt, they run up business class around the world trips, and they run up the biggest travel bills this Council has ever seen. That’s their record. That’s what they will do if they ever get in, and the people of Brisbane will know about it.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
They will know about it. And they’re squealing, they’re squealing because they want to get—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

LORD MAYOR:
—their snouts in the trough. 

Chair:
Point of order—
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
—that’s why they are squealing.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR—LORD MAYOR, point of order.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors! Councillors! Please, there is a point of order to Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just on disorderly conduct. I think what’s happening is that the Mayor is getting louder and louder, and then other Councillors are getting louder and louder, and they’re feeding off each other.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor SRI; I understand your point. 

As I say many times in this place, presentations to the Council are to be heard in silence. In Question Time I do allow a little bit more energy from people, but please, allow the speaker the courtesy to be heard. 

LORD MAYOR, you have 17 seconds left.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. The fact is you cannot believe a word that comes out of these people’s mouths. The Labor Party are dishonest, they are liars, and they will run the most dishonest Council campaign you have ever seen.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I just find that distinctly objectionable, to be called a liar. We were called—and I’m asking him to withdraw that. It’s not appropriate.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, will you withdraw?

LORD MAYOR:
I said the Labor Party are liars, and they are liars. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I’m asking for that to be withdrawn. I’m a Labor Councillor in this Chamber; I’m asking for that to be withdrawn.

Chair:
I’ve asked the LORD MAYOR and he has declined. 

Are there any further questions—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, sit down, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Alright, further questions?
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
There being no further questions, do you want me to move on?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 2
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I think the LORD MAYOR is a little defensive about his rorts.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
My question is to the LORD MAYOR—
Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, you’ve made your point. Move on.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
LORD MAYOR, Brisbane residents—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Alright. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
Brisbane residents today will be—

Chair:
Sorry, Councillor CASSIDY.


Please—Councillor GRIFFITHS, I direct you to cease interjecting and if you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, I direct you to cease interjecting and if you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned. 

Councillor CASSIDY, please continue.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair.

Councillor interjecting.

	Warning – Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON

The Chair then formally warned Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON that unless she desisted from interjecting and name-calling, she would be suspended from the service of the Council for a period of up to eight days. Furthermore, Councillor JOHNSTON was warned that, if she were suspended from the service of the Council, she would be excluded from the Council Chamber, Antechamber, Public Gallery and other meeting places for the period of suspension. 


Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I’m going to call you pathetic as well. The Mayor is calling us liars—

Chair:
Thank you—no, sit down. Councillor GRIFFITHS, stop.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
—and you are going along with it. That is a pathetic ruling, and—

	Warning – Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS

The Chair then formally warned Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS that unless he desisted from interjecting and name-calling, he would be suspended from the service of the Council for a period of up to eight days. Furthermore, Councillor GRIFFITHS was warned that, if he were suspended from the service of the Council, he would be excluded from the Council Chamber, Antechamber, Public Gallery and other meeting places for the period of suspension. 


Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, Mr Chairman, I think you’re part of the LNP liars brigade. 

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON—Councillor JOHNSTON, I have warned you to stop name-calling and then you called me ‘pathetic’ after I told you that if you name‑called again, you would be suspended for a period of up to eight days. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order. I agree with Councillor JOHNSTON. You are a liar as well. It seems to be alright to call us liars, but—

Chair:
Typically, I would call on the DEPUTY MAYOR at this point. However—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Typically, I would call on the DEPUTY MAYOR at this point, but she is not here. May I please have a suspension resolution for Councillor JOHNSTON for eight days, please?

Motion for suspension of Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON:
	284/2019-20
Councillor Matthew BOURKE moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, that Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON be suspended from the service of Council for eight days.


Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please leave the Chamber.

	285/2019-20
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Chair’s ruling be dissented from. Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion of dissent was declared lost on the voices.


Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, do not talk to the journalists in the room please.

Councillors interjecting.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY—point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:
Yes, thank you, Chair. I move that the LORD MAYOR be suspended from the Chamber for a period of eight days for name-calling.

Councillor COOK:
Seconded.

Chair:
I have a resolution in front of me. I’ll come to yours in a moment. 

But I will now seek, under resolution, to suspend Councillor JOHNSTON.
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for suspension of Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON was declared carried on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
NOES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMIING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, and Jonathan SRI.

Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON then exited the Chamber.
Chair:
Alright, I have a resolution from Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor COOK. 

The problem is, Councillor CASSIDY, if you do it the way you’ve done it, it’s a breach of the local law and it would be illegal, and we would all be in a great deal of trouble, you in particular, if we did it the way that you have proposed.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.

286/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council condemns the LORD MAYOR of Brisbane for his name-calling. 
Chair:
Three minutes to urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. We’ve just seen all that Brisbane can come to expect from its unelected LORD MAYOR, to come into this place here, protesting quite a bit too much about the amount of press that he has been getting, and the amount of scrutiny that he has been getting, for the blatant rorts and misuse of ratepayers’ money—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, why is—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—on his watch, and all he can come in here and do is call names—

Chair:
You’ve given this speech many times—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY! Councillor CASSIDY, I am speaking. Please stop speaking when I am speaking. You’ve made this speech many times. Please, why this matter is urgent right now.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Because we need to show some leadership to the people of Brisbane as a Council, because they’re not getting it from this LORD MAYOR. We’ve just seen him here in the last five minutes get up in here and spray abuse over an entire group of Councillors here, calling every Australian Labor Party Councillor a liar to their faces, Mr Chair, and that is not acceptable. 


People—if you walked around any workplace, if any manager, any divisional manager walking around in infrastructure for Brisbane or Transport for Brisbane, one of those depot managers out there at Virginia, and walked around and said to one of those drivers, hey, buddy, you are a liar—do you think they would get away with that? Does anybody think that would be acceptable?

Chair:
Well, okay, thank you, Councillor. Councillor CASSIDY, again—

Councillor CASSIDY:
That is not acceptable, so today—

Chair:
—to urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
So, it is urgent, Chair—it is urgent because we have to show the leadership that this LORD MAYOR will not. He is not a leader, and this Council should be showing that leadership and saying that is not an acceptable way to talk to your colleagues in a workplace. 


Do not just say: you people are all a bunch of liars. We heard last week catcalling of Councillor COOK, and this LORD MAYOR did nothing—he did nothing to address that. We need to show some leadership as an organisation here and as a whole Council because we are getting none of it from this LORD MAYOR.

Chair:
On the matter of urgency.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, and Jonathan SRI.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, I understand you had a question at some point.
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. Brisbane residents today will be lining up across town to pay for their own cabs to and from Melbourne Cup celebrations. Contrast that to day one of this year’s Winter Racing Carnival on 11 May when the DEPUTY MAYOR made ratepayers pick up the bill for taxis to Doomben on the day of the 10,000, to Milton where the NRL Magic Round was being played, and South Brisbane where a major street festival was in full swing. 


Council policy AP193, which specifically governed Cabcharge use by Committee Chairs at the time, is absolutely crystal clear that Councillor ADAMS should have paid for that travel. Representing the Mayor was not an acceptable excuse at the time. Will you insist that Councillor ADAMS does the right thing and repay this money, or do you lot really have no shame?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
As predicted, another personal grubby attack. It’s all they have to offer, and it’s true to form from this unelected Opposition Leader and his unelected team. The reality is this: Councillor ADAMS is the DEPUTY MAYOR, and on a regular basis she either attends functions in her own right as the DEPUTY MAYOR and the Chair of Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development, or she is representing myself as the LORD MAYOR. On all of those occasions on that particular day, she was attending in an official capacity. 


Now, the hypocrisy of the Labor Party is demonstrated once again in this question, because on that day I happen to know who else was in attendance at the races, or who was on the guest list, and one Minister Sterling Hinchliffe. Now, I wonder if he was chauffeur driven in his limousine to that event at taxpayers’ expense. I wonder if he was chauffeur driven. 


Because the double standards here that the Labor Party portray are very clear in this example. On the one hand, Councillor ADAMS, who is on the job representing the city and representing myself, has to pay from her own pocket to get to and from, yet it’s okay for the Minister to take his chauffeur driven limousine to the same event. This is Labor hypocrisy.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors! Councillors! 

LORD MAYOR:
This is Labor hypocrisy.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR! 

Councillors, please calm yourselves. 

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK! 

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, I have asked people to be calm and to cease interjecting, and as soon as I completed that statement, you interjected. I will not warn you, but please don’t do it again. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
These guys just can’t seem to see the problem here. They can’t seem to see the hypocrisy in their question. This is exactly where they get it wrong, because they say one thing here thinking that some fools will believe them, yet up in George Street we’ve seen the biggest spending, biggest travelling Government this State has ever seen. 


In fact, you don’t have a few weeks going by when a Minister or a Premier goes off on an overseas trip, and that’s perfectly okay. You don’t see a week go by when a Minister goes in their ratepayer or taxpayer funded limo and gets on the booze at a function, so much so that the Premier had to ban the booze, yet that’s alright, that’s okay to these people, because they are hypocrites. They are hypocrites.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order—

LORD MAYOR:
They cannot see the problem in their question.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
The question was will you, LORD MAYOR, insist Councillor ADAMS does the right thing and repay the money, or do you really have no shame?
Chair:
Thank you. 

I trust the LORD MAYOR recalls the question. There are two minutes and 32 seconds remaining, and he will answer the question.

LORD MAYOR:
I think that someone that would ask a question like this has no shame. They have no idea of hypocrisy. They have no idea of how silly they are making themselves look. Because Councillor ADAMS was not there in her own private capacity; she was not there as private citizen Councillor ADAMS; she was there as the DEPUTY MAYOR representing the LORD MAYOR, and it’s part of her job. 


Do you know what? They were quite happy to point out that, oh, it’s part of the Minister’s job. Well, in every single way that it’s part of the Minister’s job, it’s part of Councillor ADAMS’ job to be there. Because, last time I checked, her job was to represent the LORD MAYOR at these kinds of functions, as the DEPUTY MAYOR, and secondly, her job in the portfolio of Public and Active Transport, Tourism and Economic Development is to support the economic development and tourism events of the city, of which these major carnivals are part of that agenda. 


So, she is doing her job, and that is absolutely appropriate. So, what I expect of Councillor ADAMS is for her to continue doing her job, both as DEPUTY MAYOR and in cases where she’s representing me. What I expect from the Labor Party is not to ask hypocritical, puerile, stupid questions like this, which are all about dishing the dirt, which are all about personal attacks, and it’s fascinating to see, they can dish it, but they can’t take it. See them go to water when they get a bit of it back. When someone points out the facts, when someone points out the hypocrisy, they squirm and squeal. 


The reality is, this is an Opposition with no idea, no plans, no vision, and they only have one job in the way that they see it, and that is to be a wrecking ball. They are the self-appointed wrecking ball of Brisbane City Council. We, on the other hand, are builders. We’re building infrastructure, we’re delivering greenspace and parkland, we’re delivering major projects that the city needs. We’re delivering initiatives that provide benefits to the people of Brisbane, like the seniors’ free travel during off-peak times, like the reduction in fees for businesses, like the new first home buyers incentive. These are the things that the people expect of us, not this grubby, muck-raking personal attack, dirt‑digging approach that we see from the Opposition. 

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired. 

Further questions—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to Councillor CASSIDY.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Council requires Councillor ADAMS to repay $140 bill to ratepayers for taxi use on 11 May this year, in breach of Council policy AP193. 
Chair:
You have three minutes. Please limit your comments to urgency.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. In the spirit of democracy, let us deal with this in this place without being called names. The LORD MAYOR has just said—and I think he’s just kicked an own goal, Chair—he just said the DEPUTY MAYOR—that this was part of ordinary business for the DEPUTY MAYOR to go to these events. She was repping him—whether she was repping him or not, this was ordinary business that was planned. Now, Council policy AP193, which governs the use of Cabcharge for Council Chairs, the LORD MAYOR, Council Chairs and senior executives in Council, it was a policy that went through the LNP’s E&C (Establishment and Coordination) Committee and was ticked off just a few months before these trips were taken, it was very, very, very clear. 


Why this is urgent to deal with this today is because the LORD MAYOR was just given an opportunity, as the leader of this city, to require his LNP Chairs to be held to account, to make sure that they don’t breach Council’s policies, like AP193, and it’s very clear that Councillor ADAMS did that. It is very clear in that policy that says: if it’s unplanned overtime, or Council officers or Council Chairs for that matter, got caught at an event or had to at the last minute go to something, then yes, maybe they would be eligible to do that. This is quite clearly a misuse of ratepayers’ money.


We’re seeing here a DEPUTY MAYOR that gets, what is it, $20,000 in walk‑around money, gets the luxury car, gets the extra nice car to get around there—

Chair:
Yes, thank you, Councillor CASSIDY. That’s not material to the urgency at this point. Why must we do it right now? Please answer the question.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Because the LORD MAYOR just refused. We just asked the LORD MAYOR: ‘Will you do the right thing and ask Councillor ADAMS to repay this money,’ and he has refused to do that. This misuse, this rort, this rorting of ratepayers’ money is clearly in breach of a policy that this LORD MAYOR signed off on. So, he is knowingly engaging in systematic misuse of ratepayers’ money, and that must stop. 


As a Council, we have an opportunity here—as a Chamber today, to address this. I don’t think they will, because Councillor OWEN’s egregious misuse of ratepayer money for private taxi travel—

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—was waived through by this Council—

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
I understand Councillor CASSIDY wants to make some points, but it’s to urgency and dragging Councillor OWEN into this motion is not speaking to the urgency of it.

Chair:
I agree. Please—

Councillor CASSIDY:
They don’t want to hear—

Chair:
Please, Councillor CASSIDY, limit your comments to why this matter is urgent, and to the material—no, only why the matter is urgent, please.


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
We need to set—well, I think I have established that. The LORD MAYOR has refused—

Chair:
Well, if you’ve established it, then why are you still speaking?

Councillor CASSIDY:
Well, how long have I got, Chair? How long have I got, Chair?

Chair:
You have 40 seconds.

Councillor CASSIDY:
There we go. Council employees aren’t allowed to do what these LNP Chairs are doing. So, we need to set an example, and we need to say that, while we say to you and we micromanage employees, and we set up this culture now in Council where we’re seeing allegations of bullying and corruption and nepotism all throughout the Council organisation, we need to set a standard, and this LORD MAYOR needs to do that, and he’s refusing to do that. So, this Council Chamber needs to hold him to account and ensure that we stop these rates rorts right now. 

Chair:
On the matter of urgency.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Jared CASSIDY, and Councillors Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS, and Charles STRUNK.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Jonathan SRI.
Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 3
Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair. My question is to the Chair of City Planning Committee, Councillor BOURKE. Last week’s Council’s award-winning Plan your Brisbane project added another trophy to the mantle, winning the Australasian Project of the Year at the International Association for Public Participation Awards. Can you outline how this project is not only shaping the future of Brisbane, but contributing to best practices?
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE.
Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman, and I thank Councillor TOOMEY for the question. He is right; Plan your Brisbane did pick up another award last week. Of course, for the Chamber’s benefit, Plan your Brisbane was the award‑winning exercise that this Council undertook in terms of engaging with residents to help understand how our city is growing and how we can manage that growth going forward.


What we know, Mr Chairman, is that the State Government, through their Regional Plan, has set targets for Brisbane’s growth—188,000 new dwellings between now and 2041. Some 300,000-odd additional residents moving to enjoy the fantastic lifestyle, work and leisure opportunities that our city has. But how do we manage that growth, Mr Chairman? That is the critical thing. 


That is why this Administration decided to undertake the Plan your Brisbane engagement with residents. Those on the other side like to talk the big talk about consultation, Mr Chairman; we on this side actually deliver and engage with residents. Those on the other side like to throw stones and criticise when we go out and try to engage with people, criticising how much money is spent on engaging and seeking feedback and views from residents of Brisbane. We, on this side, though, value the feedback of the residents of Brisbane, take that on board and implement change, responding to the residents of Brisbane and what they tell us.


So, we went out, Mr Chairman; we went out and we engaged with the residents of Brisbane. We had over 20 different types of engagement activities. We had, of course, the online game which was a fantastic success, and easily educated people about managing growth and how it can facilitate certain outcomes across this city. It was the first of its kind. It was the first of its kind, and has been held in its own esteem as a pinnacle of engagement when it comes to community engagement around planning issues. Indeed, other organisations are already talking to Council about how they can potentially use that technology themselves. 


We had citywide forums. We obviously had the Intergenerational Forum, Mr Chairman, and all of this generated 15,000 unique ideas engaging with over 100,000 Brisbane residents. One in five Brisbane residents, someone from every single suburb, had their say and had their bit of information and feedback put into the Plan your Brisbane. Out of that came Brisbane’s Future’s Blueprint—40 action items, eight key themes, and this Administration has got on with the job of delivering on each and every one of those, and making sure that we’re creating things for people to see and do, getting residents home safer and quicker.


Some great lines—I’ve read them, not only in brochures that come from Council, Mr Chairman, but indeed brochures that come from Opposition Councillors as well. That’s how good this information is, that those on the other side, who criticised the Plan your Brisbane process, who have attacked the engagement with the residents of Brisbane, have taken the key themes from Brisbane’s Future Blueprint and are using them to talk to their residents and explain how managing growth happens in our city.


But most exciting, Mr Chairman, is that the award-winning Plan your Brisbane engagement is now a multi-award-winning Plan your Brisbane engagement, and indeed, international award-winning Plan your Brisbane engagement. So, Mr Chairman, it’s my pleasure to inform the Chamber that, just last week, at the International Association for Public Participation Core Value Awards, we picked up the award for planning as part of their awards, and that was to Brisbane City Council and Articulous for Plan your Brisbane.


But it doesn’t stop there, because we also picked up the Project of the Year, Australasian, for Plan your Brisbane, Brisbane City Council and Articulous again. But the most exciting, Mr Chairman, the most exciting, is that we also picked up the international award as well. So, Brisbane City Council’s Plan your Brisbane engagement—the broadest, largest scale of engagement on planning issues ever undertaken by this Council and, indeed, any council across this country—is now an international award-winning engagement. 


So important, Mr Chairman, is the work that we did as part of that and the framework and the formulas that we came up with that, indeed, even the State Government is looking at adopting some of those principles and using it as an example to help guide how other councils here in Queensland can engage with their residents around planning issues, to help manage growth, to help facilitate infrastructure, to have the conversation about how we continue to make our city a prosperous city, how we can create things to see and do, how we can get residents home quicker and safer, and how we can make sure we are protecting the lifestyle and the greenspaces that our residents want to see, Mr Chairman. 


It is so fantastic to see this recognition and this acknowledgment of Plan your Brisbane, and indeed the hard work of the Council officers in this place, particularly all of those that have worked not only on Plan your Brisbane, but on implementing Brisbane’s Future Blueprint. We continue on that journey, Mr Chairman, and I look forward—

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, your time has expired.

Councillor BOURKE:
—to continuing to deliver on all of those outcomes.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Question 4

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, last week LNP Councillors continued their longstanding campaign of misogynistic conduct towards women on the opposite side of this Chamber, with puerile catcalls aimed at the Councillor for Morningside. The catcalls were clearly audible and totally offensive. They were completely out of place in any modern workplace and would attract disciplinary action if they were made by a Council employee. Can you detail what action you took to discipline the LNP Councillors responsible for this offensive behaviour, or do you encourage it by your silence?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Wow. This is coming from the team with one female Councillor—the team that had an opportunity to promote a woman just recently, but failed to, the team that had an opportunity to put a woman in as Lord Mayoral candidate, but failed to, the team that has an appalling record when it comes to female representation, and the team that now wants to point the finger at the first administration in Australian political history that has a full gender balance, a 50-50 split between men and women, and something that we are very proud of, and something that was achieved based on merit.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
So, when you want to point the finger, just remember there’s another few fingers pointing back at you. I would suggest that you get your own house in order before you start—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—before you start point the finger. Now, as opposed to your record which is just appalling, absolutely appalling—

Chair:
Okay, the LORD MAYOR’s answer will be heard in silence.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Don’t talk back to me, please.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY. Councillor CASSIDY, please just refrain.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Now, I expect all Councillors to behave according to the rules of this place. While Councillors opposite appear to have a glass jaw on a whole range of issues, where they can sling massive personal attacks and all types of mud, they go to water when things get a little bit robust. Now, I didn’t hear what they claim to have heard last week. I didn’t hear that.
Councillors interjecting.
In fact, a Councillor got up in this place and made a statement on that, and if you have anything to suggest otherwise, then once again, don’t try and make a political point about it, make a complaint. There’s a process in place for dealing with complaints about Councillor conduct. Make the complaint if you believe you have anything. But if you want to get up here and do some cheap political point scoring, we’ll see it for what it is, but the reality is, get your own house in order before you point the finger at anyone else.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor HUANG.
Question 5
Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. My question is to the Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, Councillor McLACHLAN. Yesterday morning, drivers along Kingsford Smith Drive saw another stage of the project reached, with the switching of westbound traffic onto the newly constructed riverside lanes. Can you please update the Chamber on this milestone, and how the KSD upgrade will provide 21st century infrastructure that will benefit residents and businesses who rely on road transport through our city?
Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN.
Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to Councillor HUANG for the question. Indeed, yesterday was another milestone. We reached another milestone on the Kingsford Smith Drive upgrade project, with the inbound traffic between Racecourse Road and Toorak Road moved on to the new lanes cantilevered over the river.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
So, now motorists drive beside the already opened 1.2 kilometre Lores Bonney Riverwalk, the separated pedestrian path and bikeway along the Brisbane River. Kingsford Smith Drive is a critical city gateway—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, Councillor McLACHLAN, please stop.

Please allow Councillor—all Councillors, please allow Councillor McLACHLAN to answer the question in silence.

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. As we all know, KSD—Kingsford Smith Drive—is a critical city gateway carrying an average 60,000 vehicles each weekday and 70,000 at peak times with approximately 10 to 15% of these heavy vehicles. While there are these peaks, the road has an all-day demand linking the CBD to the airport, the Port of Brisbane and residential growth areas like Northshore Hamilton and the TradeCoast commercial precinct.


Mr Chair, TradeCoast is home to more than 60,000 employees, and more than 1,500 businesses, and anticipated to be the second biggest job generator in the South East Queensland region behind Brisbane CBD. By 2030, the State Government’s PDA (Priority Development Area) at Northshore Hamilton is predicted to be home for approximately 15,000 residents, and up to 10,000 people in commercial and retail businesses. Combined with TradeCoast, it’s expected to generate approximately 30,000 extra vehicle trips.


We all saw the feature in The Courier-Mail last week, this great feature on the airport. It talked about the growth of this region. Brisbane Airport will have its second runway in operation next year. This future aviation report says: ‘passenger numbers are expected to double from 24 million to 50 million in the next 20 years, creating 46,000 direct jobs.’ Next year, too, the new international cruise terminal will be open, and is expected to triple the size of Brisbane’s cruise industry over the next 20 years.


In this document, Connecting Brisbane, with a very fetching photo of the Honourable Jackie Trad, the Deputy Premier, it makes the point, this document signed-off by the State Government, identified the need to connect Northshore Hamilton via on-road buses to the existing busway network. There’s been no other investment to provide for that other than the KSD project. Mr Chair, cyclists and pedestrians are already enjoying the Lores Bonney Riverwalk, with approximately 6,000 pedestrians and cyclists using the Riverwalk each week.


On 30 November, we will be celebrating another milestone opening, the Bretts Wharf, and the new public spaces will be delivered as part of this upgrade to the public, connecting the Racecourse Road retail and dining precinct to the Riverwalk and Northshore Hamilton. Of course, Mr Chair, the ALP has been all over the place in what they’ve said about this project. In 2008, the then ALP Leader, Councillor Sutton, wrote to developers and said that infrastructure needed to be delivered on KSD to deal with congestion, to cope with the growth of Northshore Hamilton. 


In 2012, the then ALP Leader, Councillor Milton Dick stood up in this place and demanded that Kingsford Smith Drive be upgraded, describing it as a car park and a congestion hot spot. But they flip-flopped. In 2016, the then Labor Mayoral candidate—I can’t remember who that was—saying he wanted to rip up the contract and upgrade three intersections to the east of Racecourse Road with nothing along the river. 


They turned their backs on their past support for the project while watching voter support for them going backwards. If the Labor Party had their way, Mr Chair, the upgrade of Cameron Rocks Reserve, where Anzac Day services are held each year for thousands of residents, would have been scrapped, infrastructure needed to transport the thousands of residents going to live in Hamilton Northshore wouldn’t have happened, $70 million of investment in cycle and pedestrian facilities wouldn’t have happened, the restored Bretts Wharf and new public spaces wouldn’t have happened, and we wouldn’t be getting the new public river hub.


On their watch, Mr Chair, motorists would have been forced to endure a road constructed for horse and cart traffic in the 19th century and cyclists and pedestrians condemned to share a narrow path tacked on to the side of the road, although in my experience, most people in their right mind refused to use it because it was so unsafe.


Mr Chair, we know that the Labor Party lacks the courage to take on big infrastructure projects that our city needs, and at best delivers Band-Aid solutions. It is this team that is getting on the job with delivering the big infrastructure projects because it’s what this city needs, and KSD is on track to be delivered within the announced budget of $650 million and by the revised date that was announced by the former LORD MAYOR last year.

Chair:
Councillor McLACHLAN, your time has expired.

Further questions?


Councillor CASSIDY.
Question 6
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. Yesterday you did a media stunt about your signature project, the rolling shambles that Kingsford Smith Drive is. Not only do ratepayers stand to lose tens of millions of dollars in contingencies from this poorly planned debacle—and I believe they deserve to know how much that is, but due to your LNP gag order, they will never know—but traders have either closed or are hanging in by the skin of their teeth.


Ascot-Hamilton business collective spokeswoman, Ingrid Stephen, told media just yesterday she would love to meet the LORD MAYOR face to face and show him the financials, and for him to actually hear the real stories from real families who are struggling. She told a harrowing tale of at least one business owner drawing down their superannuation just to keep the doors open. Why did you hide in the Council traffic control room for your media op?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Okay. Well, as Councillor McLACHLAN has rightly pointed out, Labor’s plan for KSD is no plan. Labor’s plan is that the businesses in Racecourse Road and all the surrounding area and through Hamilton Northshore get no relief ever from traffic congestion. They have to face an old, dangerous road with no upgrades, no improvements, no opportunity for better public transport, no cycling and walking facilities—that is Labor’s plan for Kingsford Smith Drive.


So, when we talk about the impacts during construction, yes, there are impacts, but do you know what? There are impacts for Cross River Rail during construction, there are impacts for any major project during construction. It is the lazy and the cheap way out—it is the lazy and the cheap way out to take the approach that Labor does. Because if you take their approach, you’d never do anything, you’d never build anything, and we know that’s Labor’s policy and Labor’s plan.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
That’s actually their plan. When they were in office—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
When they were in office, for the longest stretch, they built one major project, which was the Inner City Bypass.
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, stop—LORD MAYOR, stop.

Councillors calm yourselves. Everyone’s a bit worked up today. Please remain silent while the LORD MAYOR is speaking.

LORD MAYOR, would you begin again, please?

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. So, it is very easy, it is very easy to try and do what Labor is doing, because if you did that, that’s an excuse to build nothing. That is the excuse to do nothing, to build nothing. But we know that’s their policy, that’s their approach. They’re against everything.


All they want is to attack; all they want is to criticise. They don’t actually want to do anything. Now, we have a record of building infrastructure. It is there for everyone to see, and that process continues. That process is ongoing. The investment in infrastructure that we have made is helping to set up the city for the future. It is helping to accommodate the growth of the city. It is helping to provide better public transport and active transport options. It’s helping to create an outcome in the end which is better for local businesses.


It’s better for businesses on Racecourse Road, and it’s better for businesses in the Hamilton Northshore precinct, and it’s better for the thousands of motorists and pedestrians and cyclists, it’s better for the thousands of transport users. That’s what we’re working towards. Labor is working to oppose and to criticise and to stop. Labor is working to stop—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors, please! Councillors, please allow the LORD MAYOR to be heard in silence.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY! Councillor CASSIDY, please refrain from interjecting.

Councillor COOK, also.

LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. So, we know what Labor’s approach is, to do nothing, but to criticise, to attack, to wreck. They are the wrecking ball of Brisbane City Council. They don’t care what damage they create. They don’t care the havoc that they wreak. They just—do you know what, as long as they can get their clutches on to power in March next year, they do not care. They will use anything and anyone as fodder in their sick political game. It is a disgrace.


But we will keep on building the infrastructure our city needs. We will keep on thinking about the residents first, and we will keep on supporting business across the city with our practical initiatives. Whether it’s the small business fee reductions that we have brought in—a $2 million reduction in the budget, or whether it is the small business programs that we are running right across the city every week.


And you know what? Councillor CASSIDY talks about hiding. Well, it’s interesting, because I was at the end of Racecourse Road just the other day in our Small Business Forum, I was out there on Sunday as well, at the end of Racecourse Road in Ascot Park—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, because we are upgrading infrastructure in that area. That’s what we’re doing. We’re building things; we’re not wrecking things like Labor. But I was out there for the Small Business Forum just recently, and there were several hundred business people that turned up to that Small Business Forum. Actually, I mentioned it in this Chamber at the time. How many questions came up about Kingsford Smith Drive? Not one.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Not one.
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY! Councillor CASSIDY, if you continue to interject, I will warn you.

LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
So, we’re all about building the infrastructure our city needs, and we understand that that does, during construction, generate impacts. We understand that, but you cannot build a major project anywhere without those unfortunate impacts. That is the reality. But we are the team that builds things. We’re the team that gets things done. We’re the team that upgrades infrastructure and provides a better Brisbane and builds a better Brisbane.


What we have opposite is a team with no plans. I’m being generous to call them a team. They have a plan to wreck Brisbane, to wreck Brisbane City Council, and anyone that gets in their way will just become cannon fodder for their political games.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor RICHARDS.
Question 7
Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, Councillor HAMMOND. In this year’s budget, this Administration committed to continuing our free native tree program, giving residents two free saplings each year. Can you outline how residents can contribute to a cleaner and greener Brisbane through this program?

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Actually longer.

Chair:
Hang on.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you—

Chair:
Hang on. Wait until everyone stops interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Councillor RICHARDS, for the question. This Administration is also all about supporting Brisbane residents to adopt a sustainable lifestyle so we can work together to create a green city. I heard the call out over there from one of the Opposition—who was the Opposition Leader, sorry, that was a slip of the tongue. Sorry, Councillor CUMMING, you got dumped.


Brisbane City Council is proud to facilitate Australia’s oldest, oldest free native tree plant program which dates back to the 1960s. So, it’s a little bit longer than 30 years ago, Councillor CUMMING. As local Councillors in this area will know and appreciate, the residents love this program. Council distributes about 45,000 trees a year to our residents, and since 2005 we’ve given out over 650 trees to be planted across our community.


What is absolutely beautiful about this is the native trees, they’re Queensland based trees, they’re natives. They use less water. Of course, in my household, I leave watering and growing things up to my husband who’s the farmer in the house, definitely not myself. But these trees provide and are providing shade and places for animals, native animals to live and thrive, whether it’s for the shade or the food that they produce for our animals.


Most recently, this year, Councillor DAVIS would know that we opened the Downfall Creek Nursery, that people can go down with your recently paid rates notice, go down, show that over and get your two free native plants. So, that makes six different locations that people can go and collect their plants from across our city.


But wait, there is more. We are about to open the Karawatha Forest where they can go down there to the environment centre down there and pick up their free native trees down there as well. So that helps the southside people, to make it easier for them to go and get their plants to plant across our city. What I love about this Administration is that we are truly, truly dedicated to a clean, green, sustainable city. This is just another way that the LORD MAYOR of Brisbane is getting Brisbetter and providing for the people across Brisbane. Thank you.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor SRI.
Question 8
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, my question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, almost 18 months ago now, the Administration committed publicly in the blueprint for Brisbane that it would introduce a requirement that, for multi‑residential dwellings, 15% of the site would be set aside for deep planting. So, we’ve had that commitment, and we still haven’t seen any tangible action towards that. I’m keen to understand from you what are the major barriers to introducing that reform; why is it taking so long, and when will that actually be implemented?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor SRI, for the question. Certainly increasing the deep planting, the greenery and the tree cover when it comes to a new development is a priority for the Administration, but it’s also a priority for the community and something that came very clearly out of the Future Blueprint document where people understand that the city is growing and one of the important things to do going forward is to make sure that we have quality design, and that quality design almost in all cases is made even better by deep planting, by more greenery associated with new development and new buildings. So, that is something that I think we can all agree on, and it’s something that we all want to achieve.


There are a number of initiatives that we are pursuing as an Administration to achieve that. We’ve certainly started that process. With any changes to the City Plan, with any changes to planning legislation, whether it’s the City Plan document itself or the associated codes, that requires time. We have some documentation ready to go on that at that moment, and we’ll be progressing with our intended changes to the plan to facilitate the type of outcome that Councillor SRI is talking about. It is something that we absolutely want to see.


I’ve seen some great examples—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
The question was about when it will be introduced and the LORD MAYOR still hasn’t actually answered the question.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor SRI.

LORD MAYOR, you’ve got three minutes, 23 seconds, please address the question.

LORD MAYOR:
We’ve had one major amendment package brought through already that includes these changes. There is also a second part to that which will be brought through shortly. We’ve also been consulting with the community when it comes to quality design, and what the community wants to see when it comes to design and achieving those quality outcomes.


We are seeing the development industry and particularly some of the leaders in that industry moving increasingly towards deep planting in their developments. It’s happening more and more.


In fact, it was great to be in Councillor SRI’s ward at the Oxley and Stirling development which is in South Brisbane. That is an absolutely award-winning development which shows the type of development we would like to see going forward in the city, which has a whole range of deep planting and greenery, not only at the base of the building, but on the rooftop, and the design of that building is something that we would like to see replicated and encouraged in other developments. We will be making the changes to our planning scheme that we need to make to help facilitate that.


This is something that I am absolutely passionate about. When I was in Singapore a few years back, it struck me that, in a subtropical climate like Brisbane, we should be aiming for the kind of greenery on buildings that we see in places like Singapore. Singapore is very much leading the way in this field. They have some amazing outcomes that have been achieved with greenery not only at the base of buildings, but also all the way through buildings, they have mezzanine levels in buildings which are effectively like parks in the sky.


So, they’ve achieved some great things in Singapore, and I think we need to continue to adjust our planning scheme to make sure that we encourage this kind of development which is green and sustainable, and which ensures that the environment that people are living in in the future is a greener one and a cleaner one, and that’s done in a combination of Council buying new parkland and saving bushland, but also by incorporating greenery into the new buildings that occur.


So, we have seen movement in this field. We will continue to do what we can to encourage and support it. I think that it is a good thing, and I think it’s something that we can all get on board and support.

Chair:
That concludes Question Time.


Councillors, I draw your attention to the Committee reports.

LORD MAYOR, the Establishment and Coordination Committee, please.

CONSIDERATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 28 October 2019, be adopted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

Seriatim for debate and voting - Clause A
	At that time, the LORD MAYOR rose and requested that Clause A, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – LEASE AND OPERATION OF A CAFÉ AND A RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 1012 SIR SAMUEL GRIFFITH DRIVE, MT COOT-THA, be taken seriatim for debating and voting purposes.


Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’ve been predicting for quite some time that Labor would run a dirty and grubby and personal, mud-slinging campaign. I’ve been saying that for weeks and weeks in this place, but I have to say they’ve brought it on early. They saved up all this kind of dirt until the last few weeks of the last election, and we saw all types of claims made, and CCC (Crime and Corruption Commission) referrals made, trumped up CCC referrals made, and all types of mud slung around in the last few weeks of the campaign.


But, do you know what? They’ve dropped any pretence of being a credible Opposition with policies or a vision, and they’ve gone straight to the dirt, straightaway, earlier, far earlier than they have before. And I think we can just expect more of this, more personal attacks, more mud, and, you know, the more desperate they get, the lower they go. It is really disappointing, but sadly it is predictable. I have been predicting this, because they have had opportunity after opportunity to put forward policies, to put forward an alternative agenda. In fact, we’ve said it multiple times, again and again in this place, yet they’ve come up with nothing. They’ve come up with absolutely nothing.


That’s not going to change. They will just, in this campaign, be wreckers rather than builders. It is disappointing, but, as I said, it was predicted, and we will see far more of it to come. So, I only wonder what they’ll stoop to next week. What other attacks they will come up with next week.


But, look, sometimes you’ve got to see the funny side in this, because it was amusing to see they were, through their Labor Party headquarters, were having a crack at the Qantas Club memberships that Council Chairs get access to. Once again, just a sign that they’ve got nothing to offer, because they were all happy with the Qantas Club memberships when they were in administration. They were all happy with it, and they were all the biggest travellers. They actually needed the Qantas Club memberships because they were the biggest travellers this city has ever seen.
Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
As usual, when we have a look at what they’re having a crack at, and you find out where it came from, it all goes back to Labor. These are all things that they started. Just like the salary and allowances that they raised concerns about, it dates back to the Labor administration. So, I asked someone to have a look at when the first record of a Qantas Club membership was, like, when did this start? Number one pass holder, Lord Mayor Jim Soorley. Number one Qantas Club pass holder, Lord Mayor Jim Soorley. 

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Look, Labor is running a campaign to end their own so-called rorts. It’s like, we brought it in and we’re going to stop it, just trust us.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, righto; righto, Councillors. Councillors, you’ve made the point. Everyone’s had their fun. All sides, allow the LORD MAYOR to speak in silence.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, we will just continue to see more of it. But I give the people of Brisbane a commitment that every time a Labor lie pops up, it’s going to be a game of ‘whack-a-mole’. We’re going to slap it down and expose the truth, because the people of Brisbane deserve to know the truth. They deserve to know what will happen if they actually vote for this mob, which is: they will say and do anything to get elected. They will say and do anything to get into power—

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—and then—and then, once their snouts get into the trough, they will be drinking freely. They will be drinking freely.

Councillors interjecting. 

Chair:
Righto, okay; everyone’s had their fun. Back to silence.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
And—

Chair:
No, no, LORD MAYOR, wait until Councillor COOK stops laughing.

LORD MAYOR—LORD MAYOR, please begin.

LORD MAYOR:
Councillor COOK seems to think this whole thing is a joke.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Look, at the time, I mean, I understand—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Okay, righto, Councillor COOK, I’ve named you a few times now and asked you to control yourself. Councillor COOK, I direct you to cease interjecting, and if you do not comply with my direction, you will be warned.

LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
I understand there are some things in this place that are amusing, but Councillor COOK just doesn’t have good timing. I remember the last time she was laughing out loud was when I was giving a statement about the fact that I had contracted Bell’s Palsy. She thought that was a great joke.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Do you know what? I actually—I didn’t believe my ears at the time, but you know—

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
—she continues—

Chair:
Okay, righto.

	Warning – Councillor Kara COOK

The Chair then formally warned Councillor Kara COOK that unless she desisted from interjecting, she would be suspended from the service of the Council for a period of up to eight days. Furthermore, Councillor COOK was warned that, if she were suspended from the service of the Council, she would be excluded from the Council Chamber, Antechamber, Public Gallery and other meeting places for the period of suspension. 


Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Now, moving on; we will continue to highlight and expose Labor’s untruths. We will continue to highlight their dishonest campaigns. They thought they could get away with it at the Federal level with Mediscare. What a morally bankrupt campaign that was. Do you know what? Mediscare has got nothing on what this mob are going to do at the next Council election, because there is no credibility to anything they say, and history shows that all of the things they are now supposedly outraged about, they brought in, and they were happy with. They were happy with it not just 20 years ago, they were happy with it until about a few weeks ago, actually. They were happy with it all, and it is the obvious sign of desperation.


Now, while Labor has been busy working out what personal attacks and what mud to throw, this Administration has been busy building infrastructure, opening new facilities for the people of Brisbane, letting people know about the new programs that are available to them. Another example of Labor hypocrisy is the way that they all squeal when we tell residents about what Council is doing. We tell residents about the great initiatives that are available to them. They really don’t like it, for some reason, if my face appears on something, yet there’s certain Councillors here that are quite happy to have 13 pictures of themselves in one newsletter.

Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
The hypocrisy is incredible. Now, the last time I checked, there were over 1.1 million residents in Brisbane, and Labor has made a big song and dance about how apparently there’s been 4 million pictures of me distributed. Well, you know, by that measure, each resident in Brisbane may have seen my face four times, yet residents in Councillor COOK’s ward, in the small number of people that she represents, in one newsletter saw 12 pictures of her—saw her face 12 times, yet that’s okay.
Councillors interjecting.
LORD MAYOR:
They want you to believe that, oh, that’s not ratepayers’ money we’re talking about here. Well, yes, it is. Yes, it is. That is ratepayers’ money.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Actual information? Councillor COOK was so excited about getting her face out there and so obsessed with getting her face out, she spelt the word Councillor wrong on her newsletter.

Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, it was a typo. Two photos on the front page, but she can’t spell Councillor right.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor COOK! Councillor COOK, I have taken you to the boundary of—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Please, Councillor COOK. Councillor COOK! Councillor COOK, please control yourself.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
And Councillor HAMMOND!

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
You also please control yourself.

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. It was great to be with Councillor McLACHLAN, Councillor Adam ALLAN, Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, out at the end of Racecourse Road at Ascot Park on the weekend, opening up a new facility for the people of that part of Brisbane, talking to residents, and there were hundreds of people there, including many local businesses from Racecourse Road that had set up stalls there. Contrary to the mis-truths we hear peddled from the Opposition, not one person—not one person on Sunday raised the concern with me along the lines that Councillor CASSIDY brought up, not one person. The same thing goes for the Small Business Forum a few weeks back in the same area. 


Now, we understand that businesses across Brisbane, particularly small businesses, are facing challenges due to a tough retail sector and due to economic conditions that are beyond all of their control. It is easy for some people, like Councillor CASSIDY, to try and blame Council for every problem when it comes to small business. But we know that that is not the truth. We know there are a range of circumstances here that are affecting the viability of small businesses. There are parts of Brisbane where there are no major projects going on where small business is struggling, which is why we are doing our best across the city to implement initiatives and programs that support small business and help them grow and prosper.


We are doing our part. We are reducing our fees. We are giving them a leg up, particularly when it comes to things like our local procurement policy. We are doing more than any administration has done to support small business, and we will continue to do that, because we care, and we know how tough small business can be. We don’t want to use small business as a political football, like Labor is trying to do. But we want to build the infrastructure and get the projects done, because that is the right thing to do for the future of our city.


It was also good as well on the weekend to be out with Councillor MARX in Runcorn—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

288/2019-20
At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Kate RCHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, please continue.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. As I was saying, it was great to be out with Councillor MARX at Runcorn, at the Runcorn Pool, where we just opened the new Runcorn splash pool. A great asset for local residents, opened in the leadup to summer when it will get its maximum use, and once again an example of this Administration investing out in the suburbs, upgrading facilities that people want to see us upgrade, that people will benefit from, that people will use.


It was also great to be with Councillor MATIC at the Milton Common, a brand new park right in the heart of the Milton growth area, which we just opened on the weekend, and which we received an incredibly positive response from local residents on. These are the things that we are doing right across the city. These are the things that people expect from us as a Council. These are the type of things they expect us to spend our time and invest ratepayers’ money on, and that’s what we will continue to do. We will be focused on what is important to the people of Brisbane, not what is important when it comes to winning elections or playing political games.


It was great to be out with Councillor MACKAY at Anzac Park right near the Toowong roundabout where Council, after a program of several years, has re‑established an incredible Avenue of Honour to represent our fallen soldiers and also the women who have served for our country as well. So, it was good to be out there for an incredibly moving and important ceremony just the other day to unveil that new Avenue of Honour. It is part of a program that we’ve got across the city of upgrading and restoring memorials and avenues, and that is something that, once again, is based on community feedback. People see value in, and this is the type of thing that we will continue to do across the city.


Moving to the item in front of us, item B, the LORD MAYOR’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants Program—once again, practical support that we are providing to people who are making a difference in our community, people who are caring for the environment, and this includes things like the native wildlife grants for people or organisations that are involved in the rehabilitation and releasing of orphaned, sick and injured native wildlife in the Brisbane City Council area.


We’ve seen a number of examples recently, during the koala breeding season, where koalas are out and about in many parts of the city, often end up in people’s yards or actually in people’s houses, looking for a mate. These carers do an incredibly important job. They come and they know how to handle these animals safely. They make sure that the animals are healthy, and if they are healthy, they release them back into an appropriate bushland reserve. So, we’re seeing funding ranging from $200 to $5,000, and the granting of over $60,000 to 23 different carers and wildlife organisations.


Some of the funding will help carers pay for the mileage to drive to collect injured wildlife—sorry, injured animals, cages for the injured wildlife, and also includes a grant to Wildcare Australia who is proposed for the printing of a manual which ensures the best practice for the rehabilitation of native wildlife species.


We also have the Cultivating Community Gardens Grant program which provides funding to local, not-for-profit community-based groups and organisations to help establish and/or maintain community gardens. Community gardens are growing ever popular across the city, and there’s a great level of community support. They bring people together and also get people involved in gardening, in growing their own food on a community basis, but also there’s that issue of encouraging social interaction through the garden as well, which is just fantastic.


Some of the grant recipients are doing amazing things, like the Wynnum Manly Community Gardens group installing Colourbond garden beds to replace the deteriorated hardwood beds. The Graceville Community Garden will receive funding to purchase seeds, seedlings and other material, and garden shading for the Northey Street Farm is also included. I commend this particular item to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair, I rise to speak on the only item that we can speak on in this portion of the E&C. It was quite an interesting missive from the LORD MAYOR earlier in his E&C opening, saying that this Administration is getting about the business of the city. They’re doing all this work, and yet all we’re debating is one grant program, which is a good grant program and we support those grants being awarded to those organisations—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Oh yes, and talking about newsletters, of course. It’s a bit of an own goal there, I think. Isn’t it Politics 101: don’t talk about your opponents, and then all this LORD MAYOR has done this entire meeting is talk about his opponents in this place. So, I think he’s protesting a little too much when it comes to his rates rorts, Chair—to his rates rorts. You know, he finds himself—

Chair:
Okay, Councillor CASSIDY, the rules actually don’t allow you to go this far—quite so far. I’ve allowed a little bit of it, but please get back on topic.

Councillor CASSIDY:
So, item B, item B, the Brisbane City Council which has 10,000 employees doing any number of thousands and thousands of jobs out there in the community, or these major infrastructure projects, including the ones that are a complete and utter debacle, like Kingsford Smith Drive. So, we have this enormous organisation and what we’re debating here today, Chair—and the LORD MAYOR spent, I don’t know, 30, 35 seconds talking about this item just now, these environment grants, of which we support, so I suppose that’s about all we can say.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Can’t talk about anything else, so we support this item. We’d love to continue to talk about major issues that are facing this city at the moment—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
—but they don’t bring them to Council, Chair. They don’t bring them to Council. They hide them—they hide them behind Cabinet secrecy. But you just wait a couple of weeks, just wait a couple of weeks, then the people of Brisbane will really know what this Administration has been up to, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Mr Chair, I move that Council now adjourn for afternoon tea for 15 minutes which commences only when all Councillors have vacated the Chamber—

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor RICHARDS:
—and the doors have been locked.

Councillor SRI;
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Councillor MARX:
Seconded.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
The meeting started at 2.30pm and it’s not even 4 o’clock yet, so I’m surprised we’re going to lunch—to tea early.

Chair:
I have a resolution, but Councillor RICHARDS, typically we would go at 4.30pm; would you mind withdrawing your resolution and coming back at 4.30pm?

Councillor RICHARDS:
Yes, I withdraw the resolution then.

Chair:
Thank you.


Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I rise to speak on item B. It saddens me that the Leader of the Opposition could dig more dirt, throw more mud on something—a grant program, that helps so many of the Brisbane residents—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Noted. 

Continue, Councillor HAMMOND, please.

Councillor HAMMOND:
He spoke about everything else that’s going on in this city except for what’s on the item, and the item here is about the community grants that have come out to help people of Brisbane, across Brisbane, and people who do the most beautiful work for our native animals, and recognising them for the free time that they give up to help our sick and sometimes dying animals across our city.


Mr Chair, I’m going to start on the first of the grants, which is the Cultivating Community Grants, which supports communities and non-for-profit organisations who are working to build Brisbetter lifestyle through community gardens. Community gardens can sometimes be a very tough balancing act. As we know in this Chamber, some of the areas in yesteryear of Brisbane—in the early days of Brisbane, the community filled in some of our waterways areas and gullies to create public spaces for sporting fields and parks. This sometimes causes issues with community gardens that we have across our city right now and we are working with those community gardens and helping them manage the issues that are out there.


It was great to be able to help organisations such as Nundah Community Support Group to buy new equipment; the PA Research Foundation to construct a family friendly Gabba Guru Green Garden Health Space—I love that; the Active Refugee and Migrant Group that will use the grant to replenish the plants and buy new equipment, Councillor MARX, which I know you’re very supportive of. There are so many amazing organisations that receive funding for the community garden grants, but I’d run out of time if I listed them all.


The grants for the native wildlife carer, which we heard the Opposition Leader condemn because it’s not important to those opposite to support these people which is deeply upsetting and, I’m sure, deeply upsetting for the people across Brisbane who are very interested in this vital important project. Our hard‑working carers—let me say that again—our hard-working carers are the frontline of keeping our biodiversity city thriving and the amazing wildlife. 


While this funding round was over-subscribed, I’d like to take a moment to highlight some of the successful recipients. A carer—this one touches my heart—a carer was successful for a grant for a humidity crib for the rehabilitation of possums and microbats. This one might be a little bit controversial, but there is for bats and the rescue was successful for a grant to help with medicine and proposed training to support the rehabilitation of flying fox and microbats.


Finally, a lot of the grant funding went on mileage, as the LORD MAYOR said, for the carers. These carers keep books, keep receipts, on how many travelling hours that they do, how many kilometres and how much it costs them. I would like to thank all the community groups from the bottom of my heart for all the hard work that you’ve done across this city to make us more clean and green, and also to protect our beautiful wildlife that are sometimes in our backyards that need the help. So, thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair; I rise to speak on item B and of course I’m very supportive of this program. But my concern is that the total amount of funding available to community groups is woefully inadequate. I’d like to particularly draw my comments to the attention of the Mayor, but also the Chair of Infrastructure and Chair of Finance who tend to pull a lot of the strings in terms of the very big chunks of the Council budget. 


It’s important to understand that the community groups that are receiving these grants deliver a huge amount of value to the city. For every dollar we put in, we get literally hundreds and hundreds of hours of volunteer labour. Those are volunteers who are doing work that arguably, maybe, the Council should be doing itself and should be paying people a fair wage to do. But, there’s a real opportunity here in our city where we can and should be supporting these community groups more to be able to restore the natural environment, to care for wildlife, to revegetate and to cultivate urban farms. I think it’s a shame that, in total, we’re only giving less than $100,000 to these community groups via this grants program. That’s a very, very small amount of money.


When I think about how much we’ve spent on road widening projects, when I think about the fact that even a single set of traffic lights can cost as much as $5 million, it’s pretty disappointing that we’re giving so little money to these sustainability and environmental grants. I think if this Council Administration was genuine in its claims that it cares about the environment and it’s a clean, green and sustainable Council, it would be putting far more money into this program.


Considering this quantum of Council’s budget, it’s almost embarrassing, really, and I don’t say that as an attack on any one Councillor or on any particular political party, but it’s just a clear reminder to me that we need to shift our political priorities. I hope that the Labor Party, if they were to get in after March next year, or the LNP if they’re still running the budget in the lead-up to the middle of next year, that both the major parties will seriously consider a significant increase to this grants program. 


I’m not just talking about increasing it by a few percentage points, but I am suggesting that we should be putting literally millions of dollars into these grant programs, because the value that the city receives in terms of environmental infrastructure, in terms of value to the city as a whole, is substantial. I think it’s just a bit disrespectful and disappointing to the community groups that there’s so little money available for them. I think, as I said, there’s a big opportunity here. 


There’s a real need for more work and for more volunteers to be involved in environmental restoration and urban farming projects, and a little bit of money will go a very, very long way. I know it might seem like the total funding applications were only in the realm of $120,000; that’s because the groups know how much money is out there, and they know how competitive it is. But I’m sure that, if we were to increase that budget allocation and offer more money, we’d see significantly more applications and a lot of great new project ideas coming forward. 


So, I urge the Mayor, I urge the DEPUTY MAYOR and particularly the Chair of Infrastructure who understands the importance of funding for these kinds of projects, to think carefully about whether any more money could be directed towards this grants program in future years. Thanks.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution for item B.

Clause B put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Chair:
LORD MAYOR, to item A please. 

Declaration of real or perceived Conflict of Interest in Clause A – STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – LEASE AND OPERATION OF A CAFÉ AND A RESTAURANT LOCATED AT 1012 SIR SAMUEL GRIFFITH DRIVE, MT COOT-THA – The LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Sandy LANDERS, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Peter CUMMING, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I want to declare a conflict of interest in relation to Clause A. I note that parties on both sides of the Chamber have received political donations from the recommended tenderer. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017. 

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Mr Chairman. 
Chair:
Point of order; Councillor BOURKE.


I’d like to declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland, and the recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor MARX:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor MACKAY:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor DAVIS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Point of interest, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor HUANG:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor LANDERS:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor LANDERS.

Councillor LANDERS:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor MATIC;
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor HOWARD:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor ALLAN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I am a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Councillor TOOMEY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor TOOMEY.

Councillor TOOMEY:
I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.

Chair:
I also declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Liberal National Party of Queensland. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Liberal National Party of Queensland of $1,808.90 in August 2017.


Are there any other conflicts of interest that need to be declared in relation to this matter?

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, State of Queensland, as follows: $6,052 in August 2017. Further, the Mantle Group, who owns Jimmy’s, donated $1,760 in June 2016 to the Australian Labor Party State of Queensland.

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
I declare a conflict of interest in relation to Clause A. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, State of Queensland, of $6,052 in August 2017. Further, the Mantle Group, who owns Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, donated $1,760 in June 2016 to the Australian Labor Party State of Queensland.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I need to declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. The recommended tenderer, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, State of Queensland, as follows: $6,052 in August 2017. Further, the Mantle Group, who owns Jimmy’s, donated $1,760 in June 2016 to the Australian Labor Party Queensland branch.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thanks, Mr Chair; I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Sorry.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you. Sorry, point of order. I declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Queensland branch of the Australian Labor Party. The recommended lessee of the café and restaurant at Mt Coot-tha, Jimmy’s on the Mall Pty Ltd, Jimmy’s, made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, State of Queensland, as follows: $6,052 in August 2017. Further, the Mantle Group, who owns Jimmy’s, donated $1,760 in June 2016 to the Australian Labor Party State of Queensland.

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, I’d like to declare a conflict of interest in Clause A. I’m a member of the Australian Labor Party, Queensland. The recommended lessee of the café and restaurant at Mt Coot-tha, Jimmy’s on the Mall, made a donation to the Australian Labor Party, Queensland, as follows: $6,052 in August 2017. Further, the Mantle Group, who owns Jimmy’s, donated $1,760 in June 2016 to the Australian Labor Party, Queensland.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Do you think it would be better for democracy if political parties just stopped taking corporate donations—

Chair:
No, that is not a point of order. Thank you, mate. 


Alright. LORD MAYOR, as a majority of the Councillors present have declared a conflict of interest in the matter, may I please have a motion about the delegation of this matter to the relevant delegate in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010?
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At that juncture, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER) moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that as a majority of Councillors present have declared a conflict of interest in this matter, deciding this matter be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.
Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes. Just briefly, obviously we are meeting our legislative obligations here. As I mentioned last week, there is rightly debate about whether this is good legislation or not, whether this is reasonable or not. But, ultimately, this is what we are required to do and we’re all trying to do the right thing here.


But I can tell you, based on my experience in Council now being a Councillor for 14 years, a donation to a party of $1,800 is not going to affect my decision making in any way. I don’t know about anyone else, but like, seriously, the idea—I mean, there’s 20 of us on this side of the Chamber. That works out to about $90 each if you put it into each different campaign account, theoretically. That is not going to affect decision making. 


The reality is, like I pointed out last week, that we are the only level of government that doesn’t have public funding for our elections. State and Federal elections are funded by taxpayers in the main, and yes, they do seek and receive donations as well, but a big chunk of the costs associated with the democratic process are funded by the taxpayers. We do not have that system in Brisbane City Council. We do not have that system in Queensland Local Government, which means that, if there’s going to be a campaign, then it has to be funded through donations. That’s the reality.


Now, would it be a democratic process if we didn’t have an election campaign? No, it wouldn’t. So, the election campaign has to be funded somehow and, in this case, as there is no public funding, both sides of politics or all candidates seek donations. Now, Councillor SRI loves to grandstand on this issue, but his party was the recipient of the largest donation in Australian political history, the largest corporate donation, and in fact it was a corporate donation from a company that sells carbon emissions. It sells travel around the world. 


Wotif—everyone remember Wotif? That is a donation based on carbon emissions; encouraging people to travel around the world and burn carbon. The Greens were quite happy to take that large donation, I think it was over $1 million from memory and now they’re all against it. So, we know hypocrisy when we see it. Even Councillor JOHNSTON, I remember Councillor JOHNSTON, who used to be a member of this team, got elected on the back of political donations. So, whatever she might say now, she wouldn’t be here without the support of those political donations.


So, ultimately, whether you like this situation or not, we are doing our best to make sure we do the right thing and comply with the legislation. It may well be ludicrous and unworkable legislation, but ultimately, we have to do our best. 


I would also point out that the requirements on Councillors are far stricter than the requirements on State Government MPs. In fact, the Deputy Premier would probably be in jail now if she was a Councillor. There’s certainly not the same standards at the State Government level and while the State Government loves to try and interfere in councils, they don’t like any kind of changes to their own level of government that might bring things into line. So, I’d simply point that out as we move forward in this.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. Well, I’m definitely seeing a pattern here. I must say I’m glad that we do have this legislation, and I think it’s perfectly reasonable and necessary and appropriate that Councillors do declare their conflicts of interest. I only wish this legislation had been in effect sooner, because it would have shown that many of the decisions which have been made by this Chamber in recent years have been tainted by possible conflicts of interest.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
I hear the Mayor suggesting that that might be rubbish, but it’s a fact that this Council has made dozens of decisions over the years that may potentially benefit donors of the major parties. I don’t think that’s controversial or up for dispute. That’s a matter of the public record. We can see the companies that have donated to the Labor and Liberal parties, and we can see the companies that have benefited from Council donations—the Council decisions, whether those are developers or tenderers for Council contracts or companies that have taken leases over Council properties. 


Here again we have an example where a well-connected donor has made donations to both the major parties and now these Councillors are having to absent themselves from the decision, and I think it’s good that they’re not making the decision, because they are tainted by that conflict of interest, but it’s disappointing that they’re now not able to represent the will of the people. The people have elected them to make decisions about the future of the city and instead that decision making is being outsourced to an unelected public servant. That’s not really a great process going forward long term. 


We don’t really want a situation where all the big decisions that shape our city are being made by people who aren’t democratically accountable. But if political parties take so many corporate donations from companies that stand to benefit from Council decisions, that’s going to keep happening. 


I heard the Mayor make some suggestion that the legislation might be ludicrous or that this process is a bit silly. I think it’s perfectly appropriate and reasonable to require Councillors to declare these conflicts of interest. But if Councillors in this Chamber feel that it’s annoying or inconvenient that they have to stand up and repeatedly declare all these donations and all these conflicts, then maybe their party shouldn’t be taking these business donations in the first place. 


It was interesting to see how defensive the LNP is becoming about this issue, because they know it’s a bad look. It’s a bad look for the entire political establishment. It corrodes faith in democracy when parties take political donations. I agree with the Mayor that it would be nice to see that these Council elections got a bit of public funding. But I understand that the LNP has argued against that at the State level, so before we start throwing around accusations of hypocrisy, it might be good to reflect on the fact that the Mayor in this Chamber seems to be at odds with his own State party colleagues’ policy position on public funding and donations.

LORD MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Yes, noted.

Councillor SRI:
Sure, I’m happy to withdraw a statement if the Mayor took offence or I hurt his feelings in any way. But the core of the problem here—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
The core of the problem here is that political parties are taking donations which then create a real or perceived conflict of interest. Now, the Mayor pointed out that it might seem odd that parties could be bought so cheaply, that a single $1,800 donation or I think in the Labor Party’s case it was $6,000 donation—that’s quite a lot of money in my opinion, but anyway—that a donation of those amounts could buy a decision that’s potentially worth millions of dollars to a particular business. 


But what’s important to understand about donations is that they’re not necessarily a direct bribe. I’m not here seriously suggesting that, when a company makes a donation to a political party, that’s a quid pro quo direct bribe in exchange for a political favour. But what those donations do is they buy access to the political establishment. The exchange of donations through events and through fundraising opportunities creates opportunities where lobbyists and business representatives get more access to our political decision makers than ordinary residents of Brisbane do.


Not every resident is going to get invited to those corporate fundraisers; not every resident is going to shake the hands of the Mayor or the party’s chief fundraiser or whoever it is that they’re building those relationships with at the time that they’re seeking donations. At some point, those donors have had extra contact with the relevant political party by virtue of the donations they’re making. 


So, the problem with donations is not necessarily that they’re a direct bribe, but that they buy more access than is available to ordinary members of the public. I’d be interested to know from the LORD MAYOR—and he might not be able to answer this question—whether he’s actually had many personal conversations with Mr Mantle or other reps from Jimmy’s. There are thousands, if not tens of thousands of residents across Brisbane who will never get the opportunity to have a meeting with the Mayor and who will never get the opportunity to have a proper meaningful conversation perhaps beyond briefly shaking hands or nodding hello at a public event. 


Yet certain business owners, certain well-connected elites, get far more access than the ordinary members of our society, and it is the political donations that grease the wheels of that machine. It’s those donations that help buy access and privilege certain members of society over the rest of us. So, while the Mayor might find it strange that an $1,800 donation is seen as problematic, it certainly seems problematic by members of the public. 


Residents out there understand that businesses don’t donate to political parties out of the goodness of their heart. They do it because they’re getting something in return. Too often—and the research demonstrates this—we’ve seen even economists here in Queensland, have demonstrated that political donations buy access to an elite club, a network of influence, which tends to result in political decisions which favour those businesses that are well connected to political decision makers. That is a serious problem with our democracy in this city and in this State. 


It’s great that we’re at least declaring these conflicts of interest now, but we need to go a lot further and ban political parties from accepting these business donations altogether. Otherwise every decision this Council makes is going to be tainted by that perceived conflict and by that lack of trust in the political process. 


As I said at the start, it’s not satisfactory long term that every time a decision is being made relevant to an entity that’s donated to a political party, that all the Councillors in here other than myself and maybe Councillor JOHNSTON have to absent themselves from the Chamber. We don’t want a situation where big decisions are being made by unelected public servants who aren’t democratically accountable—

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Just a question of clarification and guidance. We might have more of these conflicts of interest in this place. Are we required to get a lecture on corporate donations every single time we do this? Is that relevant to the debate or is the item itself more relevant?

Chair:
Yes, thank you, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
I just wanted some clarification.

Chair:
Yes, please don’t use points of order to debate. 

Look, Councillor SRI, as I say, there is a resolution in front of us about whether we should delegate this matter to the CEO or not.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair.

Chair:
You’ve made your feelings known. The objective is always for this organisation to comply with the law. We will comply with the law. I expect that this will not be your last opportunity to give us your view on this. So, please be mindful.

Councillor SRI:
Sure. No, I won’t drag it out and I respect the views of the Chamber, although I would note that you allowed the Mayor a great deal of leeway to talk at length about the donations disclosure scheme—

Chair:
Well, I’ve also allowed you a great deal of leeway as well.

Councillor SRI:
That’s fine, yes.

Chair:
Quite frankly, more than seven minutes of it. So, please show some courtesy when it’s shown to you as well.

Councillor SRI:
I’m perfectly entitled to speak for 10 minutes. I’m not going to do that.

Chair:
Don’t have a go at me when I am allowing you a courtesy. 

Further debate?


Sorry, LORD MAYOR, your misrepresentation.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes. Quite clearly, when I was talking about my concerns about this, the concern that I have is ultimately that we are forced to delegate this to a public official as opposed to debating it here in the Chamber. I was simply pointing out that I don’t believe I actually have a conflict of interest here. However, the law says that I have to declare one.

Chair:
Thank you, LORD MAYOR. 

Is there further debate? 

There being none, LORD MAYOR? 

LORD MAYOR:
Yes. Just in relation to touch on a couple of issues. Councillor SRI asked the question what discussions I had had with the recommended tenderer. The answer is none. None. Then the claims that were made about access, I mean, when I turn up to the parks and the shopping centres around Brisbane, people don’t have to pay to come and talk to me. It’s just a ludicrous, a ludicrous suggestion that somehow people have to pay to come and talk to an elected official. It is absolutely ludicrous.


So, on the weekend, up at Ascot Park, people didn’t have to pay to come and talk to Councillor McLACHLAN or myself. Anyone can come up and talk to us about any issue. But I can tell you, if I’m aware that someone’s in the middle of a tender process, I certainly don’t talk to them about that tender. That’s something I don’t do.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will the Mayor take a question?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, will you take a question?

LORD MAYOR:
Sure.

Chair:
Yes, he will.

Councillor SRI:
Through you, Mr Chair; just wanted to clarify—your description was a little bit ambiguous. Have you ever had a private meeting with Mr Mantle or any of the business owners involved in that tender?

LORD MAYOR:
I was actually just answering that. If I’m aware that someone is involved in a tender process with Council, I most certainly won’t meet with them. That’s the rule of thumb that I use. Now, occasionally you bump into people in functions and at events, and these are not—this is not pay for access or anything like that. But I make a point of making sure that I don’t talk about current tenders. That is what we should all do as Councillors. 


Now, when it comes to this particular one, I absolutely didn’t talk to any of the tenders and any tender process that is under way, I make a point of not referring in any way to a tender that is under way, and we should all do that. We should all be aware of what’s out to tender. I know there’s a lot out at any one time. But certainly, if you’re aware of a tender process and someone approaches you about an open or ongoing tender, you definitely shouldn’t talk about it with that person. You should refer them through to the Council officers in the procurement unit. That is the appropriate and right thing to do. That’s what I expect of my team and I would expect all Councillors to do the same thing.


The reality is here—and let me be very clear: Councillor SRI is trying to suggest that somehow something improper is happening. It couldn’t be further from the truth. We’re actually doing the right thing here. We’re doing what is required by law. We’re doing the right thing. We’re declaring that a political donation was made, and not just to us—the Labor Party declared donations have been made to their side as well. 


But when decisions come through, by the time they get to this Chamber, they’ve already been recommended by the Council officers. So, what we have here is a recommendation that’s put forward. Now, we’re not allowed to debate this recommendation, but the procurement process is done at arm’s length from all Councillors and that includes Cabinet as well. So, we receive recommendations from officers. We don’t get involved in the nitty gritty of procurement, but ultimately, we should have the right to debate procurement and that’s what we’re being denied today because of State Government requirements.


So, a better situation would be, well, yes, we might have to make a declaration or declare a conflict of interest, but ultimately, if that’s on the public record, then maybe we should still get the opportunity to debate the issue with the public knowing that there’s a declaration that’s been made. That would be a transparent situation, but that would still allow public debate. But right now, because of the State requirements, we are not allowed to debate this. We are not allowed to talk about it.


Any suggestion that that’s us trying to shut down debate is rubbish. That is the State Government legislation. We don’t have a choice here. So, there are better ways this can work. We could talk for a long time about this, but we are doing the right thing. This is the appropriate thing. The procurement process for this particular issue has been handled by Council officers. There’s a recommendation that was put on the paper to us, but we’re not allowed to debate that. That’s the status of where we are today. For my part, I know I certainly haven’t talked to any of the tenderers and I don’t believe that would be appropriate to do. I’m going to make it an ongoing practice not to do that.

Chair:
I will now put the resolution that this matter be referred to the CEO—excuse me, I just want to make sure that we use the correct form. Alright, the resolution that this matter be delegated to the Chief Executive Officer in accordance with section 238 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.
The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Right Honourable, the Lord Mayor (Councillor Adrian Schrinner) (Chair); Deputy Mayor (Councillor Krista Adams) (Deputy Chair); and Councillors Adam Allan, Matthew Bourke, Fiona Hammond, Vicki Howard, Peter Matic and David McLachlan.

B
THE LORD MAYOR’S COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS PROGRAM 2019-20


106/335/1240/38
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25.
The A/Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

26.
The Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants Program 2019-20 (the program) provides financial assistance to eligible individuals and groups across Brisbane to deliver projects that directly contribute to Council’s environmental and sustainability targets in the four categories of Native Wildlife Carers Grants, Cultivating Community Gardens Grants, Environmental Grants and Sustainability Grants.

27.
The first release opened for applications on 29 July 2019 and closed on 26 August 2019 for the Native Wildlife Carers Grants and the Cultivating Community Gardens Grants.

28.
A total of 41 applications were received, requesting grant funding to the total of $119,102.09 (excluding GST). Each application has been assessed against the program guidelines (the guidelines).

29.
Of the 41 applications, 20 are proposed for full funding and 18 proposed for partial funding, totalling $95,223.88, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file). Two applications were not able to be funded because the program was oversubscribed, and one application did not meet eligibility according to the guidelines. The three applications not proposed for funding are set out in Attachment B (submitted on file).

30.
The A/Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

31.
RECOMMENDATION:
That Council approve:

(a)
the distribution of allocated funds under the Lord Mayor’s Community Sustainability and Environmental Grants Program 2019-20, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file)

(b)
entry into grants on terms and conditions satisfactory to the Manager, Natural Environment, Water and Sustainability, City Planning and Sustainability.
ADOPTED

Chair:
Councillor MARX.

ADJOURNMENT:
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At that time, 4.33pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kim MARX, seconded by Councillor Matthew BOURKE, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors have been locked.

Council stood adjourned at 4.38pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Welcome back everybody. 

The Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee Report please.


Councillor DAVIS.

PUBLIC AND ACTIVE TRANSPORT, ECONOMIC AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Councillor Tracy DAVIS, Deputy Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor James MACKAY that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. Last week’s presentation at Committee was on green initiatives within Transport for Brisbane. Council’s transport department has in place a number of initiatives to reduce our carbon emissions so we can keep Brisbane clean, green and sustainable. 


In 2017, a training program called Eco-Drive was carried out at Virginia Bus Depot. The program encouraged bus drivers to change their driving habits to reduce emissions coming from our buses. Great practical results have been achieved through this program.


Additionally, Council has also installed a total of 400 kilowatts of solar panels on our depots at Toowong and Carina, with a further 500 kilowatts in the pipeline to be installed. For context, one 100-kilowatt system generates approximately 152 megawatt hours, saving Council around $20,000 each year. We are also in the middle of the procurement process for the electric bus trial which will operate on the City Loop. A contract is expected to be awarded in mid-2020.


We also had a petition requesting Council relocate the bus stop at 90 White Street, Wavell Heights, to opposite Wavell Heights State School, Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights, and install a pedestrian crossing and introduce road calming. Mr Chair, I’ll leave debate to the Chamber, but on indulgence, I’d like to provide a quick update to the Chamber on the seniors’ free travel initiative.


I’ve had fantastic feedback from seniors in my local area who are very appreciative of this scheme. We’ve had some early reports that patronage has increased and many seniors are making use of the free travel. Of course, this scheme is only possible because of the way that we have balanced the Council books over many years. But the question that I’m getting more often is why not trains? Why not trains? So, we have a petition circulating around the city, Chair, at the moment, and I would encourage all Councillors to support it.

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Will Councillor DAVIS take a question?

Chair:
Councillor DAVIS, will you take a question?

Councillor DAVIS:
Yes.

Chair:
Yes; Councillor MURPHY, please proceed.

Councillor MURPHY:
Councillor DAVIS, are you aware of any Opposition Councillors out there who are plugging the hell out of free off-peak travel for seniors in their wards?

Chair:
Please don’t use profanities like that in the future, Councillor MURPHY. 

But, Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you, Councillor MURPHY, and indeed I have. 


It really goes to the height of hypocrisy of the Labor Party which reaches new levels week, after week, after week. They are the masters of hypocrisy. I think they can take that title. In fact, I think they could have a doctorate in hypocrisy. Councillor COOK has proven this with flying colours. It appears that the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is not locked step in with her leader. The Australian Labor Party have spent, as you know, the last month trashing our Brisbetter campaign. 


But yesterday, we found out that Councillor COOK has taken the liberty of using the Brisbetter collateral in her newsletter to seniors. You can ignore the typos. 

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor DAVIS:
Yes, you can ignore the incorrect times that are listed for the off-peak travel, but you can’t ignore, Chair—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor DAVIS:
—you can’t ignore the artwork on page 3—

Councillor STRUNK:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order; Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, I believe I’ve been misrepresented.

Chair:
Okay.

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, I’ll note your misrepresentation. 

Councillor DAVIS, please continue.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. This is the artwork that Councillor COOK loves to criticise. She loves to criticise this. It’s artwork that’s paid for by Council, which the Councillor continues to trash. There are some lovely photos of the Councillor in the particular brochure as well. She’s also plugging Team Schrinner policy, which is fantastic, because the senior’s policy is a fantastic policy.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor DAVIS:
But Chair, you know, we’re running out of room on our coattails for the Labor Party to fit on. So, I think, Chair, instead of confessing outrage and then doing the exact opposite of what they pledged, why don’t you just come clean with residents because it’s okay to tell them that they have no policy of their own and that they have no plan for this city.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, you have a misrepresentation. Please do not use it as an opportunity—you could have spoken to this as a normal presentation. But please limit your comments to the misrepresentation alone. 

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes. The Councillor said that she wasn’t aware of any Opposition Councillors that were actually promoting the off-peak scheme for seniors. That is not correct.

Chair:
Okay.

Councillor STRUNK:
I have been and I have done through Facebook, if she would care to look it up.

Chair:
Okay. Thank you.

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Alright, further speakers?


There being none, Councillor DAVIS?


I will now put the report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Krista Adams (Chair), Councillor Tracy Davis (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Sandy Landers, James Mackay and Jonathan Sri.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – Green initiatives within transport for brisbane

292/2019-20

1.
Matt Anderson, Manager, Bus Operations, Transport for Brisbane, and Karl Hain, Manager, Engineering and Assets, Transport for Brisbane, attended the meeting to provide an update on green initiatives within Transport for Brisbane. They provided the information below.

2.
Council is proposing the use of a telematics system to collect and use vehicle data from Council’s bus fleet. Today, companies can collect a wide variety of telematics data beyond GPS tracking. Telematics data collected from Council buses will include engine control module information, GPS tracking and electronic logging. 

3.
Experience in Europe has shown improvement in driver habits has a significant impact on fuel efficiency, as less speeding, braking and acceleration reduce fuel consumption. A smoother ride also increases safety and passenger comfort, which in the long-run signals better service. Maintenance is another area that can be easily automated using telematics. Once a fleet is fully computerised, the system can provide real‑time data on engine temperature, RPM readings and other measures that might indicate an issue before it becomes a real problem.

4.
Once integrated into a bus company’s systems, telematics solutions deliver benefits that go straight to the bottom line, as well as improving environmental outcomes. They increase fuel efficiency, help managers monitor their fleet, navigate buses through challenging road conditions and encourage safer driving practices. Bus operators can also monitor their performance via a phone app. 

5.
Since 1 July 2014, the Volvo I-Coach dashboard mounted unit has been fitted to the Volvo B7RLE bus range. This unit provides immediate feedback on driving behaviour including harsh braking, harsh acceleration, and harsh curving. 

6.
In March 2017, a training program called Eco-Drive which supports the Volvo telematics system was carried out at the Virginia Bus Depot. As a result of the program, sustainable behaviour changes in bus operators were achieved including a measurable reduction in fuel usage of Council buses. This in turn leads to a reduction in fuel emissions.

7.
The telematics system will eventually be implemented across the entire bus fleet. This implementation will be partially funded by TransLink under the new contract which is currently in the procurement stage. Two bus depots will be fitted with the telematics system by the end of 2019-20, with the remaining depots to be fitted by the end of 2020-21. 

8.
To date, Council has installed a total of 400 kilowatts of solar panel systems on Council’s infrastructure. Sites include the Toowong and Carina bus depots, with a further 500 kilowatts in the pipeline. The 100 kilowatt system generates approximately 152 megawatt‑hours, saving Council approximately $20,000 per year. Council has also installed LED high bay lighting at the Toowong and Garden City bus depots which saves 88 megawatt‑hours per year per site. Further installation of LED lighting is planned for future sites. Sherwood and Eagle Farm bus depots have obtained a ‘Five Green Star’ rating as a result of rainwater harvesting, waste water recycling and onsite treating before disposal. 

9.
Council has a proven record of reducing emissions by exceeding Australian minimum emission standards. A graph showing the reduction of particulates and nitrogen oxides between the Euro V, EEV, and Euro VI stages was shown to the Committee members. Transport for Brisbane emissions standards are:


-
Euro VI – 7% (81)


-
EEV – 87% (1055).

10.
Ways of improving fuel efficiency in Council’s buses by up to 3.6% include a five-minute idle shutdown and having Eco transmission settings in Council buses.

11.
Council is looking at an electric bus trial as part of the City Loop service. The electric bus will have zero tailpipe emissions, reduced noise and improved air quality. The trial will inform future fleet purchases, development of a maintenance plan and integration with the energy grid. Council is currently under tender evaluation and a contract is expected to be awarded in mid-2020. 

12.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Anderson and Mr Hain for their informative presentation.

13.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL RELOCATE THE BUS STOP AT 90 WHITE STREET, WAVELL HEIGHTS, TO OPPOSITE WAVELL STATE HIGH SCHOOL, EDINBURGH CASTLE ROAD, WAVELL HEIGHTS, AND INSTALL A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING AND INTRODUCE ROAD CALMING


CA19/768154

293/2019-20

14.
A petition from residents, requesting Council relocate the bus stop at 90 White Street, Wavell Heights, to opposite Wavell State High School, Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights, and install a pedestrian crossing and introduce road calming, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 20 August 2019, by Councillor Adam Allan, and received. 

15.
The A/Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

16.
The petition contains 96 signatures. Of the petitioners, 74 live in White Street or Telopia Avenue, Wavell Heights, 22 live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and two live outside the City of Brisbane.

17.
The petitioners are requesting the relocation of bus stop ID 030036 located at 90 White Street to Edinburgh Castle Road as they believe the high volume of buses during school periods is creating a hazard to both school children and residents on White Street and Telopia Avenue. The petitioners are also requesting a pedestrian crossing on Edinburgh Castle Road and traffic calming in White Street and Telopia Avenue to restrict heavy vehicle movements. 

18.
White Street and Telopia Avenue function as neighbourhood roads in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There are eight bus routes operating on White Street, of which seven are district school routes. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

19.
The petitioners’ feedback regarding the bus services on White Street has been noted. Bus stop ID 030036 has been located on White Street for more than 20 years and serves an important transport function for Wavell State High School. Attachment C (submitted on file) shows a layout of the bus zones on White Street.

20.
In response to this petition, Council officers undertook site visits on 9 and 11 September 2019 to observe the local traffic conditions during the morning and afternoon peak school periods. The site visit on 9 September 2019 was during the afternoon peak period and five buses (of approximately 12 metres in length) were observed servicing the school stop. The buses entered White Street in a staggered arrangement, usually two buses at a time, to service the bus stop on the southern side of the road (point A in Attachment C, submitted on file). Buses servicing this stop do not encroach on any driveways and the next buses wait at points B and C (refer to Attachment C, submitted on file) while this occurs if there are multiple buses at once. 

21.
It is noted that buses that are 12 metres or less in length can wait at points B and C (refer to Attachment C, submitted on file) without encroaching on any driveways. The time taken for each bus to service the stop was less than three minutes on all occasions. Further, all five buses observed completed their services within 15 minutes between 3.10pm and 3.25pm, and did not disrupt any vehicle movements from residential properties at the time or cause any traffic issues along White Street. While it was observed that when vehicles parked opposite one another in White Street this reduced the road to one lane in these locations, this is not uncommon or undesirable on local residential streets as this one lane operation does not pose a significant safety risk and helps to effectively reduce the general traffic speeds, improving road safety.

22.
Bus stop ID 030034 on the northern side of White Street is approximately 47 metres long and does not obstruct any driveways. As such, it is not expected to cause any impacts to residential vehicle movements.

23.
A site observation was also undertaken during the morning peak on 11 September 2019. While the morning bus services extended over a longer time of approximately one hour and involved seven bus services, the services are staggered during this time and no disruptions to vehicle movements were observed. As with the afternoon peak, each bus was stopped for approximately three minutes while servicing the stops.

24.
In view of these observations, Council considers that no traffic changes are warranted to the arrangements on White Street as any delays that may be experienced are very minor and not considered to pose a safety risk. 

25.
With consideration to relocating the services to Edinburgh Castle Road, it is noted that the existing facilities at that location are at capacity and infrastructure improvements would be required to accommodate this, including kerbside indentation and road widening to cater for the increased patronage and bus storage. As the existing arrangement is not considered to be unsafe or a significant inconvenience, this work is not being considered at this time.

26.
Furthermore, the buses that service White Street all originate from the north and re-routing these services to the opposite side of the school could lead to service delays and is not supported by TransLink, who has the ultimate jurisdiction over bus servicing in Queensland. 

27.
School traffic management plans (TMP) were recommended by the Independent Parking Taskforce established by the former Lord Mayor in 2014. The TMP template was created to be used by schools to address site-specific traffic challenges. Wavell State High School completed an updated TMP in April 2018. The installation of fencing at bus stop ID 030036 was investigated as part of this review as an added safety measure. However, this proposal did not progress due to the need to keep the bus stop area clear of obstructions. There were no other issues raised in relation to the bus stops on White Street within the school’s TMP. 

28.
The petitioners’ request for a pedestrian crossing on Edinburgh Castle Road has been noted. Council installed a pedestrian refuge island on Edinburgh Castle Road as part of the school’s TMP in June 2019, which provides a safe crossing point less than 100 metres from the existing bus stop. As there are no plans to relocate bus services and an existing crossing facility is in place, Council does not propose to install an additional pedestrian crossing on Edinburgh Castle Road.

29.
As Edinburgh Castle Road provides access to the school and experiences high levels of school related activity due to the existing bus stops and the new pedestrian refuge island, Council will be installing a 40 km/h school zone on this part of the school’s frontage before the end of November 2019.

30.
The petitioners’ request for traffic calming in White Street and Telopia Avenue to restrict heavy vehicles has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and initial surveys are usually investigated by the local Councillor to determine the support for these devices by local residents. 

31.
A traffic survey was undertaken on White Street in February 2018 showing 1,335 vehicles on average travel along this street per day. Considering the main public road access to Wavell State High School is located at the intersection of White Street and Telopia Avenue, this traffic survey does not indicate a high volume of non-local traffic. It is important to note that traffic calming is not installed to restrict heavy vehicle access as heavy vehicle access is generally not restricted unless the road or a structure, such as a bridge, would be at risk due to continued use by such vehicles. Further, the maximum number of heavy vehicles on any given day during the traffic survey did not exceed 60 vehicles across the 24‑hour period. This volume is not uncommon across residential streets of Brisbane and is not considered excessive use. 

32.
For these reasons, the petitioners’ request for traffic calming for heavy vehicles is not supported.

33.
The petitioners’ concerns about buses obstructing driveways have been noted. On 28 June 2019, the petition organisers met with Councillor Adam Allan, Councillor for the Northgate Ward, 
Mr Jeff Major, Executive Principal of Wavell State High School, and representatives from Council’s Transport for Brisbane, to discuss their concerns. 

34.
Following the site meeting, Transport for Brisbane issued staff notices to bus drivers servicing 
White Street to ensure they are not queuing over driveways or blocking residential access. This was implemented and monitored at the beginning of school term 3, and bus drivers were found to be adhering to the staff notice and their run print notes, and are not obstructing driveways. It was confirmed to the petition organisers at the site meeting that any issues relating to poor bus driver behaviour can be reported to TransLink via 13 12 30.

Consultation

35.
Councillor Adam Allan, Councillor for Northgate Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
36.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

37.
The A/Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Jared Cassidy and Jonathan Sri abstaining. 

38.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/768154

Thank you for your petition requesting Council relocate the bus stop at 90 White Street, Wavell Heights, to opposite Wavell State High School, Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights, and install a pedestrian crossing and introduce road calming.

Your feedback about the bus services on White Street has been noted. Bus stop ID 030036 has been located on White Street for over 20 years and serves an important transport function for Wavell State High School. 

In response to this petition, Council officers undertook site visits on 9 and 11 September 2019 to observe the local traffic conditions during the morning and afternoon peak school periods. The site visit on 9 September 2019 was during the afternoon period and five buses (of approximately 12 metres in length) were observed servicing the school stop. The buses entered White Street in a staggered arrangement, usually two buses at a time, to service the bus stop on the southern side of the road. Buses servicing this stop do not encroach on any driveways and the next buses are able to wait in vacant kerb space while this occurs if there are multiple buses at once. 

It is noted that buses that are 12 metres or less in length can wait without encroaching on any driveways. The time taken for each bus to service the stop was less than three minutes on all occasions. Further, all five buses observed completed their services within 15 minutes between 3.10pm and 3.25pm and did not disrupt any vehicle movements from residential properties at the time or cause any traffic issues along White Street. While it was observed that when vehicles parked opposite one another in White Street this reduced the road to one lane in these locations, this is not uncommon or undesirable on local residential streets as this one lane operation does not pose a significant safety risk and helps to effectively reduce the general traffic speeds, improving road safety.

Bus stop ID 030034 on the northern side of White Street is approximately 47 metres long and does not obstruct any driveways. As such, it is not expected to cause any impacts to residential vehicle movements.

A site observation was also undertaken during the morning peak on 11 September 2019. While the morning bus services extended over a longer time of approximately one hour, the bus services are staggered during this time and no disruptions to vehicle movements were observed. As with the afternoon peak, each bus was stopped for approximately three minutes while servicing the stops.

In view of these observations, Council considers that no traffic changes are warranted to the arrangements on White Street as any delays that may be experienced are very minor and not considered to pose a safety risk. 

With consideration to relocating the services to Edinburgh Castle Road, it is noted that the existing facilities at that location are at capacity and infrastructure improvements would be required to accommodate this, including kerbside indentation and road widening to cater for the increased patronage and bus storage. As the existing arrangement is not considered to be unsafe or a significant inconvenience, this work is not being considered at this time.

Furthermore, the buses that service White Street all originate from the north and re-routing these services to the opposite side of the school could lead to service delays and is not supported by TransLink, who has the ultimate jurisdiction over bus servicing in Queensland.  

School traffic management plans (TMP) were recommended by the Independent Parking Taskforce established by the former Lord Mayor in 2014. The TMP template was created to be used by schools to address site-specific traffic challenges. Wavell State High School completed an updated TMP in April 2018. The installation of fencing at bus stop ID 030036 was investigated as part of this review as an added safety measure. However, this proposal did not progress due to the need to keep the bus stop area clear of obstructions. There were no other issues raised in relation to the bus stops on White Street within the school’s TMP. 

Your request for a pedestrian crossing on Edinburgh Castle Road has been noted. Council installed a pedestrian refuge island on Edinburgh Castle Road as part of the school’s TMP in June 2019, which provides a safe crossing point less than 100 metres from the existing bus stop. As there are no plans to relocate bus services and an existing crossing facility is in place, Council does not propose to install an additional pedestrian crossing on Edinburgh Castle Road.

As Edinburgh Castle Road provides access to the school and experiences high levels of school related activity due to the existing bus stops and the new pedestrian refuge island, Council will be installing a 40 km/h school zone on this part of the school’s frontage before the end of November 2019.

Your request for traffic calming in White Street and Telopia Avenue to restrict heavy vehicles has been noted. Traffic calming involves the installation of devices such as speed platforms and chicanes to discourage use from non-local traffic and to moderate vehicle speeds, providing a safer environment for all road users. There is a high demand for traffic calming across the city and initial surveys are usually investigated by the local Councillor to determine the support for these devices by local residents.  

A traffic survey was undertaken on White Street in February 2018, showing 1,335 vehicles on average travel along this street per day. Considering the main public road access to Wavell State High School is located at the intersection of White Street and Telopia Avenue, this traffic survey does not indicate a high volume of non-local traffic. It is important to note that traffic calming is not installed to restrict heavy vehicle access as heavy vehicle access is generally not restricted unless the road or a structure, such as a bridge, would be at risk due to continued use by such vehicles. Further, the maximum number of heavy vehicles on any given day during the traffic survey did not exceed 60 vehicles across the 24‑hour period. This volume is not uncommon across residential streets of Brisbane and is not considered excessive use. 

For these reasons, your request for traffic calming for heavy vehicles is not supported.

Your concerns about buses obstructing driveways has been noted. Staff notices have been issued to bus drivers servicing White Street to ensure they are not queuing over driveways or blocking residential access. This was implemented and monitored at the beginning of school term 3, and bus drivers were found to be adhering to the staff notice and their run print notes, and are not obstructing driveways. 

Any issues relating to poor bus driver behaviour can be reported to TransLink via 13 12 30.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Simon McDermott, A/Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations ‑ North, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3403 6537.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE

Councillor David McLACHLAN, Chair of the Infrastructure Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven HUANG, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Before I go to the order of business before us in this Committee report, I just want to return to an earlier discussion about Kingsford Smith Drive, if I may, now that I’m the Chair of Infrastructure and responsible for delivery of that project. There was discussion about issues arising from retail conditions, a difficult retail situation for many small retailers; there’s no doubt about that.


But, Mr Chair, there are many on Racecourse Road, and I talked to many again on Sunday at the opening of the new Ascot Park, that said this has been their best year ever. So, it is variable. But one of the issues that had an absolute impact on Racecourse Road traders was the three-year closure of Eagle Farm Racetrack. That had a profound effect on businesses on the street. Very pleased that the racetrack is now operating again. But that period of time when the racetrack was closed did have a big impact on businesses on the strip.


There was also the issue with one private property car park that was being used as a honey trap car park for a business that was essentially towing vehicles away and then charging the owners of the vehicles to get them back. That also had a big impact on the conditions of the nearby traders. 


But I did go to this issue of the impact of the temporary closures that have occurred from time to time of the entry into Racecourse Road from Kingsford Smith Drive, and I was very keen to see whether some of the things that were being said could be replicated with the statistics. 


I am happy to table this, Mr Chair. This is a graph of Racecourse Road traffic at the traffic lights at the end of Racecourse Road, at Lancaster Road, and the comparison is between September 2018 and September 2019. They show that the traffic volumes throughout the course of the average weekday traffic were essentially the same—essentially the same. So, the claim that vehicles weren’t able to find their way into Racecourse Road hasn’t been verified by the actual statistics. There were diversions in place, well-advertised diversions in place, that allowed traffic to get on to Racecourse Road.


So, the issues that relate to trading conditions for shops I think is a citywide issue. I don’t think there are a set of strip shops anywhere in the city that doesn’t have vacancies, ‘for lease’ signs in their windows. I’m pretty sure it’s true of Oxford Street in Bulimba and other business locations as well. So, I don’t think it’s fair of the Labor Party to stand up here and claim that this project that we’ve talked about, the Kingsford Smith Drive project, is solely and only responsible for the issues that relate to the trading conditions for businesses on Racecourse Road.


I am always happy to talk to Racecourse Road traders. The Racecourse Road Business Group, which is the business group that represents the majority of businesses on the road, can come and see me at any time, and they do, and we work collaboratively on issues that help the businesses on Racecourse Road. I am very pleased to say that the temporary closures into Racecourse Road from Kingsford Smith Drive will be—that work will be finished in the next couple of weeks. I certainly look forward to the opening of the revived and the renewed Bretts Wharf just across the road, which will mean that Racecourse Road is book-ended by that fantastic precinct at Bretts Wharf and the new park, Ascot Park, at the other end.


Mr Chair, to the Committee presentation before us, we had a presentation last week on the anti-hooning trial. As was made clear in the presentation, Council works with the Queensland Police Service, the hard-working officers of the Queensland Police Service, wherever and whenever we can on this particular issue, because many of the issues that relate to the poor behaviour of drivers in hooning aren’t issues that the Council can impact directly. It does require the QPS, the Queensland Police Service, to be involved. We work collaboratively with them where we can.


But the issue that we did implement, and the trial that we have implemented, is the use of roadway conditions, roadway materials, so the anti-hooning seal treatment. So, this has been getting good press, I’m pleased to say. The story appeared in the local SouthWest Satellite, ‘Willawong hoons right out of luck.’ Indeed, they are, which is good to see that the surface treatment that we’re putting on these roads is impacting on the back pockets, the wallets of the hoons, because it strips their tyres. If they drive in a straight line, they’re fine, but if they do the donuts and hoon around, they strip their rubber off pretty quickly. Hopefully they’ll realise that it’s not in their best interests to continue that behaviour. 


We will continue to roll that out as trials where we can. This does work. I know from talking to other Councillors across the city that there are other areas that we need to be looking at this. I’ve got an area in Pinkenba which I would be nominating for this sort of road treatment as well—one particular intersection; but I know other Councillors have told me of other locations as well. So, we’re happy to continue looking at how best we can contribute to improving the behaviour of badly behaved drivers.


Mr Chair, there were a couple of petitions that related to areas in your ward. I think that they stand for themselves. If anybody wants to participate in that debate, I’m happy for them to do so. Otherwise, Mr Chair, I’ll leave it at that point.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor McLACHLAN, you were tabling that note as well. 

Mr Peers, could you please collect that note from Councillor McLACHLAN? 

Councillor McLACHLAN, did you want to respond? 

I will now move that resolution.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Infrastructure Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor David McLachlan (Chair), Councillor Steven Huang (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston, Angela Owen and Steven Toomey.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – ANTI-HOONING TRIAL UPDATE

294/2019-20

1.
Deborah Sketchley, Transport Network Operations Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on the anti‑hooning trial. She provided the information below.

2.
Council has received complaints from residents regarding vehicles ‘hooning’. While enforcement of this issue is the responsibility of the Queensland Police Service (QPS), Council has been exploring options for changes to the road network to help reduce instances of hooning.

3.
The anti-hooning options that were reviewed by Council include the installation of:

-
a mountable roundabout/island

-
raised reflective pavement markers
-
surveillance cameras
-
no stopping signs with enforcement
-
traffic calming devices
-
an anti-hooning seal treatment.
4.
The anti-hooning seal treatment (the treatment) was chosen as Council’s preferred treatment as it is an effective and practical solution, and other options considered would not necessarily prevent hooning.

5.
The treatment is a bitumen sprayed seal using a highly modified rubberised binder with angular shaped aggregate that is resistant to wear. The treatment is applied by profiling the existing road surface, placing a layer of Council type 3 MG asphalt on top, applying a 14 mm seal of S45R crumbed rubber and aggregate stone and spreading a 7 mm locking coat over the seal.

6.
The angular aggregate within the treatment shreds tyres when a driver loses traction on the road surface. However, it does not impact vehicles driving, or cyclists riding over the road surface in normal situations.

7.
Council chose Allawah Road, Chuwar, as the first trial site for the treatment. Allawah Road is an active hooning site due to its wide intersecting area and relatively remote locality. The treatment was installed on 1 May 2019, and will be trialled over a 12-month period. Since being installed, the treatment is holding up well with no surface issues.

8.
Since the installation of the treatment:

-
three initial hooning attempts were identified in May

-
five additional hooning marks adjacent to the treated surface were identified in late August 

-
one new hooning attempt, with two additional hooning marks found adjacent to the treated surface, were identified in mid-October.

Aerial photos of the site pre-trial and during July and October 2019 were shown to the Committee. 

9.
Council has investigated potential new trial sites around Willawong, with 11 sites having site visits and traffic observations undertaken. Council has also met with QPS regarding these locations. An aerial photo showing the potential sites were shown to the Committee.

10.
A new trial site will be on Gardens Drive, Willawong, at its intersections with Mahogany Court and Buttonwood Place. These intersections are both active hooning sites within an industrial area with no residential land use. The site has minimal noise concerns and different traffic conditions. QPS has confirmed this is a hooning hot spot and the local Councillor for Moorooka Ward has received complaints regarding hooning. 

11.
Asphalt prework was undertaken at the new trial site from 18 to 23 October 2019 and involved:

-
removal of the concrete road surface

-
installation of asphalt in preparation for the treatment. 

12.
The treatment will be installed by November 2019 with the trial lasting six months. The trial will be evaluated through:

-
physical evidence of hooning (tyre marks, oil/diesel spill etc.)

-
feedback from QPS, industry, the local Councillor, residents and the community

-
a pavement investigation.

13.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Sketchley for her informative presentation.

14.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL UNDERTAKE A TRAFFIC VOLUME STUDY IN JESSOP STREET, AND MAIN, FIFTH AND TENTH AVENUES, WINDSOR, AND IN CONSULTATION WITH LOCAL RESIDENTS, DETERMINE A SUITABLE MEANS TO RESTRICT NON‑LOCAL TRAFFIC FROM USING THESE ROADS

CA19/641908

295/2019-20

15.
A petition from residents, requesting Council undertake a traffic volume study in Jessop Street, and Main, Fifth and Tenth Avenues, Windsor, and in consultation with local residents, determine a suitable means to restrict non-local traffic from using these roads, was received during the Winter Recess 2019.

16.
The Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

17.
The petition contains 22 signatures. Of the petitioners, 18 live on the highlighted streets, three live in other suburbs of the City of Brisbane and one lives outside the City of Brisbane.

18.
The petitioners are concerned about the volume and speed of non-local traffic in Jessop Street, and Main, Fifth and Tenth Avenues. The petitioners believe this has been caused by a right turn ban into Lutwyche Road from Constitution Road and they are requesting traffic volume surveys to identify the issue and a suitable treatment to deter non-local traffic.

19.
Jessop Street, and Main, Fifth and Tenth Avenues all have 50 km/h speed limits and are considered to be neighbourhood roads in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There are no Council bus routes on any of the highlighted streets. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

20.
The petitioners’ feedback about the right-turn ban from Constitution Road onto Lutwyche Road has been noted. The intersection of Lutwyche Road and Constitution Road was upgraded as part of the Australian Government’s 2013-14 Black Spot Program to improve safety for all road users. The project provided traffic signals to enable safer access into Constitution Road and was completed in July 2014. 

21.
Prior to the upgrade, the right-turn movement out of Constitution Road onto Lutwyche Road was already banned during peak times as it was unsafe to cross through high volumes of opposing traffic travelling in multiple lanes. This part time ban was installed in late 2009.

22.
Traffic analysis indicated it was not feasible to incorporate the right turn out of Constitution Road into the new traffic signal arrangement. Stopping traffic on Lutwyche Road for the time needed for this movement would create significant congestion and other safety issues on Lutwyche Road and throughout the local area. 

23.
As part of the project, Council also reviewed traffic counts from April 2011 of the existing off‑peak right-turn movement out of Constitution Road. The results showed that 195 vehicles made the right‑turn and could reasonably be accommodated through the allowance of U-turns at the intersection of Lutwyche Road and Albion Road, to provide a safer alternative for motorists travelling south towards the city.

24.
The petitioners’ request to restrict non-local traffic from these local roads has been noted.

25.
In response to this petition, Council has carefully reviewed the local road network based on the traffic concerns raised. In order to capture all the traffic that enters the local area and to establish their possible route, Council carried out traffic surveys on Fifth Avenue, along the Jessop Street and Tenth Avenue corridor and also on Hooker Street which provides access off Constitution Road in a similar manner to Jessop Street. A summary of these counts is provided in Attachment C (submitted on file).

26.
Council has noted an increase in non-local traffic through the area and is currently working with the local councillor, Councillor Andrew Wines and is undertaking an area wide traffic study, which includes Jessop Street, Main Avenue, Fifth Avenue and Tenth Avenue. The traffic study will inform the feasibility of any potential traffic calming measures. Further consultation with local residents on proposed treatments will be undertaken once this investigation is completed by the end of June 2020.

Consultation

27.
Councillor Andrew Wines, Councillor for Enoggera Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
28.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

29.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillors Steve Griffiths and Nicole Johnston abstaining.

30.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/641908

Thank you for your petition requesting Council undertake a traffic volume study in Jessop Street, and Main, Fifth and Tenth Avenues, Windsor, and in consultation with local residents, determine a suitable means to restrict non-local traffic from using these roads.

Your feedback about the right-turn ban from Constitution Road onto Lutwyche Road has been noted. The intersection of Lutwyche Road and Constitution Road was upgraded as part of the Australian Government’s 2013‑14 Black Spot Program to improve safety for all road users. The project provided traffic signals to enable safer access into Constitution Road and was completed in July 2014.

Prior to the upgrade, the right-turn movement out of Constitution Road onto Lutwyche Road was already banned during peak times as it was unsafe to cross through high volumes of opposing traffic travelling in multiple lanes. This part time ban was installed in late 2009.

Traffic analysis indicated it was not feasible to incorporate the right‑turn out of Constitution Road into the new traffic signal arrangement. Stopping traffic on Lutwyche Road for the time needed for this movement would create significant congestion and other safety issues on Lutwyche Road and throughout the local area. 

As part of the project, Council also reviewed traffic counts from April 2011 of the existing off-peak right-turn movement out of Constitution Road. The results showed that 195 vehicles made the right‑turn and could reasonably be accommodated through the allowance of U-turns at the intersection of Lutwyche Road and Albion Road, to provide a safer alternative for motorists travelling south towards the city.

Your request to restrict non-local traffic from these local roads has been noted.

In response to this petition, Council has carefully reviewed the local road network based on the traffic concerns raised. In order to capture all the traffic that enters the local traffic area and to establish their possible route, Council carried out traffic surveys in Fifth Avenue, along the Jessop Street and Tenth Avenue corridor and also on Hooker Street which provides access off Constitution Road in a similar manner to Jessop Street. The traffic surveys on Jessop Street and Tenth Avenue reported an average daily volume of 1,639 and 1,785 vehicles respectively. In addition, the traffic surveys on Hooker Street and Fifth avenue reported an average daily volume of 1,544 and 842 vehicles respectively.

Council has noted an increase in non-local traffic through the area and is currently working with the local councillor, Councillor Andrew Wines and is undertaking an area wide traffic study, which includes Jessop Street, Main Avenue, Fifth Avenue and Tenth Avenue. The traffic study will inform the feasibility of any potential traffic calming measures. Further consultation with local residents on proposed treatments will be undertaken once this investigation is completed by the end of June 2020.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kevin Chen, Senior Transport Network Officer, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 2019.

ADOPTED

C
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL CONSIDER LOWERING THE SPEED LIMIT OF EILDON ROAD, WINDSOR, TO 40 KM/H

CA19/886456

296/2019-20

31.
A petition from residents, requesting Council consider lowering the speed limit of Eildon Road, Windsor, to 40 km/h, was received during the Spring Recess 2019.

32.
The A/Manager, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

33.
The petition contains 13 signatures. All the petitioners live on Eildon Road.

34.
The petitioners are concerned about the volume and speed of traffic on Eildon Road. The petitioners believe that traffic volumes have increased since 2014 and that there are high volumes of pedestrians crossing due to the location of Windsor Station and Windsor State School nearby. To improve road safety, the petitioners are requesting a 40 km/h speed limit.

35.
Eildon Road has a 50 km/h speed limit and is considered to be a neighbourhood access road in Council’s road hierarchy, providing access to local residential properties. There are no Council bus routes on Eildon Road, but it provides direct access to Windsor Station. Attachment B (submitted on file) shows a locality map.

36.
Speed limits on all roads in Queensland are set in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, a document prepared by the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. This ensures that speed limits are set in a consistent and credible manner across the entire State of Queensland.

37.
In determining appropriate speed limits, consideration is given to a wide range of road attributes including function, alignment, carriageway width, roadside hazards, land use, intersection density, driveway access density and traffic volume. Analysis of the existing traffic speed profile is also conducted to ensure that the speed limit is representative of the general perception of a reasonable travel speed on a specific section of road or network of roads.

38.
Council has previously undertaken a speed limit review (SLR) on Eildon Road in response to a request from local residents. Accordingly, traffic surveys were undertaken from 31 May 2019 to 6 June 2019 to inform this review. The survey reported an average daily volume of 2,476 vehicles. For reference, it was noted that a survey was previously undertaken in February 2017 which also reported an average daily volume of 2,476 vehicles. A summary of these counts is provided in Attachment C (submitted on file).

39.
The SLR has considered the density of residential driveways along Eildon Road and the pedestrian and traffic use from its proximity to Windsor Station and Windsor State Primary School. The recommendation from this formal SLR is to retain the existing 50 km/h speed limit.

40.
The traffic survey results indicated that vehicle volumes have remained consistent in recent times. However, it was noted in the 2019 survey that the speed at which 85% of all vehicles were travelling was approximately 53 km/h, showing some minor non-compliance with the posted speed limit.

41.
Having said that, design investigations are currently underway to identify potential Local Area Traffic Management improvements for the precinct north of Eildon Road, Windsor, including Tenth Avenue. Further updates will be provided to the local community once these investigations have been complete to seek their views on any identified improvements for the precinct.

42.
While Council is unable to enforce moving traffic violations such as speeding, we have implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program to promote safety by raising driver awareness and to minimise speeding on suburban roads. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

43.
An existing SAM footing is in place on Eildon Road for eastbound traffic near 29 Eildon Road. A SAM was recently in place from 29 July 2018 to 24 March 2019. The SAM was very effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the speed limit dropping by 12 km/h after passing the sign.

44.
The SAM will be reinstated in November 2019 and it is anticipated that it will assist with moderating vehicle speeds again.

45.
As a SLR was recently undertaken on Eildon Road and recommended no change to the existing speed limit, Council has no plans to conduct another SLR at this time.

46.
Should the petitioners witness motorists not observing the current 50 km/h speed limit, it is recommended they contact the Queensland Police Service via Policelink on 131 444 to inform any targeted enforcement.

Consultation

47.
Councillor Andrew Wines, Councillor for Enoggera Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
48.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

49.
The A/Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed, with Councillor Nicole Johnston abstaining.

50.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A
Draft response

Petition Reference: CA19/886456

Thank you for your petition requesting Council consider lowering the speed limit of Eildon Road, Windsor, to 40 km/h.

Speed limits on all roads in Queensland are set in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, a document prepared by the Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads. This ensures that speed limits are set in a consistent and credible manner across the entire State of Queensland.

In determining appropriate speed limits, consideration is given to a wide range of road attributes including function, alignment, carriageway width, roadside hazards, land use, intersection density, driveway access density and traffic volume. Analysis of the existing traffic speed profile is also conducted to ensure that the speed limit is representative of the general perception of a reasonable travel speed on a specific section of road or network of roads.

Council has previously undertaken a speed limit review (SLR) on Eildon Road in response to a request from local residents. Accordingly, traffic surveys were undertaken from 31 May 2019 to 6 June 2019 to inform this review. The survey reported an average daily volume of 2,476 vehicles. For reference, it was noted that a survey was previously undertaken in February 2017 which also reported an average daily volume of 2,476 vehicles.

The SLR has considered the density of residential driveways along Eildon Road and the pedestrian and traffic use from its proximity to Windsor Station and Windsor State Primary School. The recommendation from this formal SLR is to retain the existing 50 km/h speed limit. 

The traffic survey results indicated that vehicle volumes have remained consistent in recent times. However, it was noted in the 2019 survey that the speed at which 85% of all vehicles were travelling was approximately 53 km/h, showing some minor non-compliance with the posted speed limit.

Having said that, design investigations are currently underway to identify potential Local Area Traffic Management improvements for the precinct north of Eildon Road, Windsor, including Tenth Avenue. Further updates will be provided to the local community once these investigations have been complete to seek their views on any identified improvements for the precinct.

While Council is unable to enforce moving traffic violations such as speeding, we have implemented the Speed Awareness Monitors (SAM) program to promote safety by raising driver awareness and to minimise speeding on suburban roads. SAMs are installed for a minimum of one month and increase motorist awareness of their travelling speed by acting as a reminder to adhere to the speed limit. The citywide program has seen a marked decrease in the number of motorists travelling over the speed limit when passing the signs, with an average speed reduction of more than 8 km/h across all sites since the program began in late 2013.

An existing SAM footing is in place on Eildon Road for eastbound traffic near 29 Eildon Road. A SAM was most recently in place from 29 July 2018 to 24 March 2019. The SAM was very effective in this 50 km/h location, with the average speed of motorists who were recorded exceeding the speed limit dropping by 12 km/h after passing the sign. The SAM will be reinstated in November 2019 and it is anticipated that it will assist with moderating vehicle speeds again.

As a SLR was recently undertaken on Eildon Road and recommended no change to the existing speed limit, Council has no plans to conduct another SLR at this time.

Should you witness motorists not observing the current 50 km/h speed limit, it is recommended they contact the Queensland Police Service via Policelink on 131 444 to inform any targeted enforcement.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Kevin Chen, Senior Transport Network Officer, Transport Network Operations - West, Investigations Unit, Transport Network Operations, Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3178 2019.

ADOPTED

CITY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Councillor Matthew BOURKE, Chair of the City Planning Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Steven TOOMEY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. Two items on the Committee agenda last week. There was a Committee presentation about Brisbane Open House and also a petition relating to Walkers Way at Nundah, Mr Chairman. I’m just going to deal with the petition first. This was an application that Council had assessed. The independent Council officers who assess these development applications had decided to refuse this application. The applicant has then taken this application to court, and it is currently still in the court process, Mr Chairman. So, the response back to the petitioners is outlined there for all to see. We will be continuing to take that matter through the court process.


Mr Chairman, this year we’ve seen the ninth year of Brisbane Open House. In the nine years that this fantastic program has been in place, some 420,000 visitors have gone to over 260 different buildings across our city to look at some of the best kept secrets in the city when it comes to architecture and buildings of interest. 


This year, again, 119 buildings were opened up. There were 18 walking tours, 10 lectures and 16 after-dark sessions that were supported by fantastic work from not only the Council officers, but a number of not-for-profit organisations as well, Mr Chairman. There were tours through this building. There were tours through The Capital; there were tours through the old windmill up at Spring Hill, the Spring Hill Baths, the Valley Baths, the Walter Taylor Bridge, Centenary Pool Complex, Anzac Square, The Museum of Brisbane, Wickham Terrace car park and the Brisbane Powerhouse, just to name a few.


This is a fantastic collaborative effort between ourselves and, as I said, those community groups and the State Government to help open up these buildings and these particular pieces of interest for the residents of Brisbane to enjoy. There were special tours through some of the city’s best green roofs as well, so that people could see first-hand some of the fantastic architecture and design that is being delivered in our city.


There is also, as I said, those walking tours. They were both of a historical nature, but also those night time tours going through some of the fantastic City of Light projects that have been delivered, Mr Chairman, looking at the light boxes, the art projections, the street art, as well as other lighting installations across the CBD and into South Brisbane. It is a fantastic program. 


It does not organise itself, so I want to acknowledge and thank all of the volunteers who put in so much time and effort, to all of the building owners who worked with the organisers to open up their facilities, those private facilities in particular. I want to say a very big thank you and encourage you to be a part of the program next year, and to all the Council officers who put in so much hard work in delivering Brisbane Open House. 


I want to say a very big thank you because it continues to go from success to success, and I know that this will continue well into the future as a great program and a great opportunity to highlight our great city, the fantastic architecture, the fantastic history and heritage that this city has, and a fantastic way of life that we have here in Brisbane, not just for locals, but for tourists alike, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor BOURKE?


I will now put the resolution.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the City Planning Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Matthew Bourke (Chair), Councillor Steven Toomey (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, James Mackay, Angela Owen and Jonathan Sri. 

A
COMMMITTEE PRESENTATION – PLACEMAKING – BRISBANE OPEN HOUSE

297/2019-20

1.
Omar Barragan, Design Brisbane Manager, City Planning and Economic Development, City Planning and Sustainability, attended the meeting to provide an update on Brisbane Open House (BOH) 2019. He provided the information below.

2.
Council’s BOH is a free public festival that celebrates Brisbane’s architecture and offers behind the scenes access to buildings across the city. Over the past nine years, more than 260 buildings have been opened and more than 420,000 visitors recorded. This year included 119 open buildings, 18 walking tours, 10 lectures and 16 ‘after dark’ events.

3.
Council opened 10 properties over the BOH weekend. Council also hosted a total of nine walking tours and activities, including cemetery tours, heritage tours, art and placemaking tours and cycle tours. This year, Design Brisbane undertook six walking tours over two days and hosted a full day event, themed ‘My Subtropical Place’ on the roof garden of The Capital in Queen Street Mall. Open house buildings included Brisbane City Hall, Old Windmill Tower, Spring Hill Baths, Valley Baths, Walter Taylor Bridge, Centenary Pool Complex, Anzac Square, Museum of Brisbane, Wickham Terrace Car Park and Brisbane Powerhouse. 

4.
Undertaking the activations as part of BOH also relate directly to the design strategy for Brisbane, developed by Design Brisbane that has recently been out for consultation. Under ‘Creating great places’ the strategy proposes the following action: ‘Deliver demonstration projects that test creative ideas and different placemaking outcomes.’ The rooftop garden activation event does exactly that, as well as highlighting and building knowledge around the topic of subtropical design.  

5.
The placemaking tour focused on Fish Lane this year, with a walking tour from Grey Street to Manning Street. The tour hosts from Design Brisbane focused on design elements such as street art, street print and lighting, as well as land use and activated interfaces. The tour received lots of positive feedback and was attended by 24 people over the two sessions.

6.
The City of Lights walking tour was very popular with 36 people attending and showcased the city at night. The tour included the outdoor gallery of light boxes, art projections, street art and lighting installations. Places of interest included the Wintergarden, Queen Street, Edward Street Vitrines, Edward Street projector, Student One and King George Square Car Park.

7.
The public art tour covered both permanent and temporary installations, including 13 art locations around the city. Some of these included the Arnaldo Pomodoro artworks, the vitrines, Adelaide Street artworks, as well as the work of many other artists. Approximately 40 people attended these tours. 

8.
Design Brisbane’s signature event for BOH was activating the rooftop garden of The Capital in Queen Street Mall. Design Brisbane collaborated with the industry to host a range of free design related activities and entertainment while engaging audiences with the importance of quality design in our subtropical lifestyle. Different collaborators of the event included Emerging Architects and Graduates Network (EmAGN), Australian Institute of Architects, Disco Guru Productions, Virtual Brisbane, DJ Milesago and friends, National Trust Brisbane branch and Forgotten Type. Examples of virtual reality pictures were shown to the Committee members. 

9.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Barragan for his informative presentation.

10.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING COUNCIL DEFEND ITS DECISION TO REFUSE THE DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FOR A MULTIPLE DWELLING (32 UNITS) AT 77 WALKERS WAY, NUNDAH (APPLICATION REFERENCE A004908945), IN THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT COURT


CA19/746524

298/2019-20

11.
A petition from residents, requesting Council defend its decision to refuse the development application for a Multiple dwelling (32 units) at 77 Walkers Way, Nundah (application reference A004908945), in the Planning and Environment Court, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 13 August 2019, by Councillor Adam Allan, and received. 

12.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the following information.

13.
The petition contains 137 signatures. 

14.
The petitioners’ concerns are summarised as follows:


-
the development area is flood affected


-
potential increase in traffic and parking issues


-
height of the development and privacy concerns


-
current zoning of the subject site


-
the development will set a precedent for cookie-cutter development in the area.

15.
A development application for a Multiple dwelling (32 units) proposed over land at 77 Walkers Way was lodged with Council on 20 April 2018, and was properly made on 9 May 2018. The proposal incorporates two and three-storey buildings with a site cover of approximately 39%. Access was proposed via a crossover on Walkers Way, with 64 resident parking spaces and five visitor parking spaces to be available.

16.
The site is a 7,069 m2 corner lot with frontages to Walkers Way and Hedley Avenue, and is included in the Rural zone in Brisbane City Plan 2014. At the time of assessment, the subject site was within the Nundah district neighbourhood plan. The subject site is currently included in the draft Banyo‑Northgate neighbourhood plan, which was given consideration during the assessment of the proposal.

17.
The application was referred to the Queensland Government’s Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning (the department) under the provisions of the Planning Regulation 2017. On 2 November 2018, the department responded to Council, advising they did not object to approval of the proposal subject to conditions contained in their response.  

18.
The application was impact assessable and subject to public notification in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Public notification was carried out between 27 November 2018 and 18 December 2018, with Council receiving 25 objections, of which 21 were properly made.

19.
Following assessment by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, the application was refused on 26 April 2019.

20.
An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 24 May 2019 (Court reference 1810/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the court process.

Consultation

21.
Councillor Adam Allan, Councillor for Northgate Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.

22.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed. 

23.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE PETITIONERS BE ADVISED OF THE INFORMATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Information to be provided to the petitioners

Petition reference: CA19/746524

The subject site is a 7,069 m2 corner lot with frontages to Walkers Way and Hedley Avenue, and is included in the Rural zone under Brisbane City Plan 2014. At the time of assessment, the subject site was within the Nundah district neighbourhood plan. The subject site is currently included in the draft Banyo—Northgate neighbourhood plan, which was given consideration during the assessment of the proposal.

The application was referred to the Queensland Government’s Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning under the provisions of the Planning Regulation 2017. On 2 November 2018, the department responded to Council, advising they did not object to approval of the proposal subject to conditions contained in their response.  

The application was impact assessable and subject to public notification in accordance with the Planning Act 2016. Public notification was carried out between 27 November and 18 December 2018, with Council receiving 25 objections, of which 21 were properly made.

Following assessment by Council’s Development Services, City Planning and Sustainability, including consideration of matters raised by submitters, the application was refused on 26 April 2019.

An appeal against Council’s decision to refuse the application was filed with the Planning and Environment Court on 24 May 2019 (Court reference 1810/19). Council is now obliged to follow the requirements of the court process. As this is an active appeal, and Council is a party to that appeal, details of this matter are unable to be discussed.

The progress of the appeal can be followed on the Queensland Court’s website at www.courts.qld.gov.au be selecting ‘Search civil files’. Continue by clicking on ‘Party search (eCourts)’, entering the file number 1810/19 and clicking ‘search’.

ADOPTED

ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I’d like to start by thanking Councillor RICHARDS for stepping in for me at the last minute to very ably take the Committee of last week, which was on the Oxley Creek Transformation Project, and thank you to Nigel, the Chair of the Oxley Creek Transformation Board, for coming in to Committee last week and updating us on this wonderful project.


We also discussed—and I do have park envy—the naming of Ascot Park in Councillor McLACHLAN’s ward, and also a petition requesting for Council to introduce a designated small dog off-leash area in Crosbie Park, Albion. 


Mr Chair, I’d like to indulge, if I may, and answer a question about the water harvesting Committee Report we had today, to give the answer of the 29 parks, if I have time. Purtell Park, Lorward Avenue, Bardon got above-ground tanks; Albert Bishop Park, Nudgee Road, Nunda, above-ground tanks; Bert Saint Clair Oval, Graceville Avenue, Graceville, above-ground tanks; Atthows Park, Westcombe Street, Darra, above-ground tanks; Dunlop Park, Oxley Road, Corinda, above-ground tanks; Bill Lamond Park, Andrew Street, Lota, above‑ground tanks.


Also, Deagon Sportsfield Park, Racecourse Road, Deagon, above-ground tanks; Chelmer Park, Queenscroft Street, Chelmer, above-ground tanks; Yandina Picnic Ground Park at Wecker Road, Mansfield, above-ground tanks; Gibson Park, Stafford Road, Stafford, above-ground tanks; Bowman Park, Simpsons Road, Bardon, above-ground tanks; Marchant Park, Murphy Road, Chermside, above-ground tanks; Dunmore Park, Lang Parade, Toowong, above-ground tanks; Bonemill Road Park, Leopardwood Street, Runcorn, above-ground tanks; Cubberla Street soccer, Fig Tree Pocket—if I’ve pronounced that incorrectly, my apologies; it’s at Chapel Hill, above-ground tanks.


Also, Bulimba Memorial Park, Balmoral Street, Bulimba, above-ground tanks; Phillip Place Park, Warburton Close, Forest Lake, above-ground tanks; Darien Street Park, Darien Street, Bridgman Downs, open water storage; Teralba Park, McIlwraith Street—is that right?

Chair:
It’s in McDowall Ward.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Sorry, Everton Park, above-ground tanks; Whites Hill Sport and Recreation Reserve, Boundary Road, Chapel Hill, open water storage; C.B. Mott Park, Logan Road, Holland Park, open water storage; Ekibin Park East, Pear Street, Greenslopes, open water storage; Langlands Park, Deshon Street, Coorparoo, above-ground tanks; Sexton Street Park, Tarragindi, Sexton Street, Tarragindi, above-ground tanks; Norman Park Sports precinct, Norman Park, Vectis Street, Norman Park, above-ground tanks; Downey Park Sports precinct, Windsor, Finsbury Street, Windsor, above-ground tanks; and since 2016, number 27 is Marchant Park at Chermside, above-ground storage; Akuna Oval at Cubberla Creek Reserve, Kenmore, above-ground storage; and Wakefield Park at Brighton, above-ground storage.


It’s interesting to note, Mr Chair, that the independent Councillor for Tennyson kept on saying LNP, LNP, LNP. I’d like to place on the record that three ain’t bad for one Independent Councillor in the Tennyson Ward. I’d like to commend the report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor McLACHLAN.

Councillor McLACHLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak briefly on items A, B and C if I may. Just briefly on item A, the fantastic work being undertaken with the Oxley Creek Transformation. This is a fantastic project, and this will serve us well in the next 20 years when it comes to fruition. We are continually implored by the Councillor who is no longer in this place for the next eight days to fix the waterways. You can’t fix the water quality, fix the waterways without fixing the banks on either side of the waterway, and that’s precisely what this project is about—addressing the issue of pollution that’s been created by the land uses along either side of Oxley Creek. That’s the start of the discussion that needs to be undertaken. 


We can undertake projects in land that is held by Council, like the Archerfield Wetlands area, but the majority of the landholding along the Oxley Creek is held by private owners, and to fix the quality of the water that’s flowing through Oxley Creek, you have to address the issues of the land use either side. I commend Mr Nigel Chamier, the Chairman of the Oxley Creek Transformation Board, and his team and management who are doing fantastic work on behalf of the Council to undertake this wonderful transformation.


Mr Chair, item B was the formal naming of Ascot Park and the history is there. This was an area that had been known informally over 70 years ago as Ascot Park when it was leased to Hamilton Council from the then Queensland Turf Club. But that name and that use of the area as a park was lost after the Second World War when the Queensland Turf Club relinquished, or the lease was relinquished back to the Queensland Turf Club so they could use that area as a car park, as people started to go to the track in cars rather than catching trains. So, it’s use was lost as a park. 


Fortunately, we were able to negotiate in more recent years with the Brisbane Racing Club to have that area returned to the Brisbane Council for use as a park. We have since transformed it into a magnificent district park, but it had to be formally named. The process we went through was spelled out in the naming processes that we have to seek community support, and the strong support that we did get from the community was for Ascot Park duly named, and I’m very pleased to see that and to declare it officially as Ascot Park.


The other item, item C, also relates to an issue in my ward, a petition requesting a designated small dog off-leash area in the existing larger dog off-leash area in Crosby Park. I’m happy to take that further and to have Asset Services look at how that park, that dog park, could be divided, and then to see how it could be funded. If need be, if it has community support for dividing it up between a large dog area and a small dog area, I’d be happy to support that out of the Suburban Enhancement Fund if need be. But the first step will be to see what the community believes beyond those who signed this petition, and I’d be happy to take this idea out to the broader community to see if it will be supported.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor HAMMOND?


I will now put the resolution.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Kate Richards (A/Chair), and Councillors Fiona Cunningham, Steve Griffiths, Nicole Johnston and Ryan Murphy.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE:
Councillor Fiona Hammond.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – Oxley Creek Transformation
299/2019-20

1.
Nigel Chamier AM, Chair, Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd Board, attended the meeting to provide an update on the Oxley Creek Transformation project. He provided the information below.

2.
The Oxley Creek corridor is located seven kilometres from the Brisbane CBD and is 20 kilometres long. The vision of the project is to transform the Oxley Creek corridor into a world‑class, green lifestyle and leisure destination. With the establishment of Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd, $100 million will be spent over 20 years to deliver the vision and a series of connected precincts.

3.
The Oxley Creek Transformation Master Plan provides a blueprint for what aims to be Brisbane’s premier open space. Following a four-week stakeholder and community engagement program, there was an 89.5% overall level of agreement with the draft Master Plan.

4.
Priority projects include:

· The Greenway

· Oxley Creek Common

· Archerfield Wetlands Parkland

· Nature-based Adventure Parkland

· Strategic Corridor Restoration Plan

· Sustainable Economic Development Strategy.

5.
The Nature-based Adventure Parkland will incorporate a nature play area, picnic area, toilets and a lakeside picnic area. The project schedule is as follows:

· August 2019 – construction commencement

· mid-2020 – construction competition

· mid-2020 – parkland opening

· future stages subject to funding.

6.
The following outreach activities were undertaken during a four-week community engagement program in relation to the Archerfield Wetlands Precinct Plan:

· postcard mailout to 30,000 addresses across 16 suburbs

· two information kiosks

· presentations to key stakeholders

· information spread via social media, e-newsletters, print, media and websites

· image and video promotion.

7.
One hundred and fifty responses were received either via the online survey or as a written submission. Survey results indicate there is a 90.3% level of agreement with the draft Precinct Plan, and most supported features of the Archerfield Wetlands parklands include walking and cycling trails, wetlands and open greenspace, elevated walkways, and environmental restoration and enhancement activities.

8.
The Archerfield Wetlands Precinct Plan was released in October 2019. Detailed planning and design of the following projects will commence as part of Stage 1 in 2020:

· district recreation park

· The Atrium

· Oxley Creek Catchment Association (OCCA) facilities

· Wetlands Discovery Trail

· interim use of the provisional space.

9.
Tennyson Graceville precinct planning has commenced, and a community engagement and idea generation event will be held in late November 2019. Feedback from this public consultation will inform the development of the draft Tennyson Graceville Precinct Plan. Currently, the following precinct features are being investigated:

· a riverside entry to the corridor

· new and upgraded community facilities to create a community hub

· public and active travel linkages

· a Brisbane River and Oxley Creek interface

· parkland and playground facilities

· community leases and water recreation activities.

10.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Chamier for his informative presentation.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PARK NAMING – Formal naming of the park currently known as Ascot Park, bounded by Kitchener Road, McGill Avenue and Lancaster Road, Ascot, as ‘Ascot Park’

161/540/567/192

300/2019-20

12.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

13.
Ascot Park (D0166, B-RE-1982), is bounded by Kitchener Road, McGill Avenue and Lancaster Road, Ascot.

14.
Brisbane City Council inherited this park from the Hamilton Town Council, and while the park boundaries have changed over the years and currently has no formal name, the park has always been colloquially known as Ascot Park.

15.
Until 23 April 2018, the park was made up of two sections. The first section, on the corner of McGill Avenue and Kitchener Road, and the second section, on the corner of McGill Avenue and Lancaster Road. The park housed a kindergarten, a community centre, a playground, fitness equipment and a half basketball court.

16.
On 23 April 2018, Council acquired Lot 1 on RP44233 and Lot 2 on Crown Plan SL2082 from the Brisbane Racing Club Limited, creating one continuous parkland.

17.
Council completed a major upgrade of the park in October 2019. The implemented design provides a heritage style rotunda, pathways, picnic facilities, toilets, an all-abilities playground and extensive landscaping.

18.
Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, conducted community consultation regarding the formal naming of the park. Several options were suggested via Facebook. The most popular of these were provided to the community in a letter from Councillor McLachlan to be voted on. The results were in favour of ‘Ascot Park’ as per the voting results below.

	Park Name Option
	Number of votes received

	Ascot Park
	54

	The Ascot Green
	16

	Douglas MacArthur Park
	7

	Racecourse Park
	5

	McGill Park
	3

	Tulloch Park
	2

	Pensacola Park
	0


19.
North Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, investigated and considered the park naming request and has recommended that approval be granted to formally name the park ‘Ascot Park’.

Funding
20.
Funding for the name sign is available in the North Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation

21.
Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
22.
Community consultation was undertaken by Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, which showed the most popular name of the park to be ‘Ascot Park’.

23.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

24.
RECOMMENDATION:

that approval be granted to name the park currently known as Ascot Park, bounded by Kitchener Road, McGill Avenue and Lancaster Road, Ascot, as ‘Ascot Park’, in accordance with Council’s OS03 Naming Parks, Facilities or Tracks Procedure.
ADOPTED

C
PETITION – Requesting that Council introduce a designated small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion


CA19/821191

301/2019-20

25.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council introduce a designated small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 3 September 2019, by Councillor David McLachlan, and received.

26.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

27.
The petition contains 68 signatures.

28.
The dog off-leash area located at Crosby Park, Albion, is a popular dog facility with locals and visitors. The existing dog off-leash area is approximately 3,500 m² and an upgrade to include a small dog off‑leash area requires a dividing fence, a tap and seating.

29.
An inspection of the dog off-leash area was conducted by Council officers from North Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, who determined it is possible to modify the existing facility to be able to install a designated small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion. Refer to Attachment B (submitted on file) for details.

30.
The installation of a small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion, has been listed for consideration as part of Council’s future capital works program.

31.
Each year in June, all such listed works are assessed in relation to the overall needs of the city. The works that are approved are considered to have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

32.
The petitioners’ request has also been forwarded to Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, for consideration as part of the Suburban Enhancement Fund.

Funding
33.
Funding would be obtained from Council’s future capital works program or the Hamilton Ward - Schedule 43, Suburban Enhancement Fund.

Consultation

34.
Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
35.
Providing a small dog off-leash area at Crosby Park, Albion, would be well received by residents.

36.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed.

37.
RECOMMENDATION:


THat the draft response, as set out in Attachment A, hereunder, be sent to the head petitioner advising that Council has listed for consideration the installation of a small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion, as part of Council’s future Capital Works Program. This request has also been forwarded to Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, for consideration as part of the Suburban Enhancement Fund.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/821191
Thank you for your petition requesting the installation of a designated small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion.

Council has completed an onsite investigation and considered your request.

Council has listed for consideration the installation of a small dog off-leash area in Crosby Park, Albion, as part of Council’s future capital works program. 

Each year in June, all such listed works are assessed in relation to the overall needs of the city. The works that are approved are considered to have the highest priority in terms of public safety, convenience and the number of people directly benefited in relation to the cost.

This request has also been forwarded to Councillor David McLachlan, Councillor for Hamilton Ward, for consideration as part of the Suburban Enhancement Fund.  

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Ted Krosman, Regional Coordinator Parks, North Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 0845.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

FIELD SERVICES COMMITTEE 

Councillor Vicki HOWARD, Chair of the Field Services Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair. We had two items—the Committee presentation which was a presentation on the urban response crews, flying gangs, and a petition requesting that Council remove a large street tree located at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes. 


Through you, Mr Chair, I would just like to put on record our thanks to the flying gangs and for the work that they do. We heard at the presentation that there have been a number of improvements and initiatives for the flying gang, including working closely with Compliance and Regulatory Services within Lifestyle and Community Services on illegal dumping and the placement of surveillance cameras, and also the merging of the green and black flying gang services which allowed trucks and crews to become multi-functional to optimise our services. 


The presentation really was very interesting and allowed Committee members to gain a full understanding of the work that our wonderful officers do, and I’d just like to put on record my thanks to the officers and the work they do, and recommend the report to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor HOWARD? 

I will now put the report.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Field Services Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Vicki Howard (Chair), Councillor Kim Marx (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Lisa Atwood, Peter Cumming, Steven Huang and Charles Strunk.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – URBAN RESPONSE CREWS – FLYING GANGS

302/2019-20

1.
Fred Tilden, Manager, Urban Amenity, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, attended the meeting to provide an update on Urban Response Crews – Flying Gangs. He provided the information below. 

2.
The flying gang service contributes to a number of program areas and program outcomes within the broader Urban Response team consisting of graffiti management, asset maintenance, and gully maintenance teams. 

3.
Council’s flying gangs provide the following services: 


-
responding to urgent reactive works to resolve aesthetic and nuisance issues 


-
waste management and response to illegal dumping

-
assisting the existing crews such as gully, road cleansing, natural area, arboriculture and parks, to focus on minor maintenance and cleaning that require maintenance outside of schedules 

-
allowing other crews to maintain their programmed and core service routes while the flying gangs attend to urgent requests 


-
conducting emergency response in a disaster 


-
storm season preparedness by making assets safe and maintaining sandbags


-
asset repairs and maintenance


-
water over road signage and natural event signage management.

4.
Each flying gang consists of generally two people and each gang covers a geographical location. Each flying gang crew has 20 to 30 jobs to action per week. The first initial action of the flying gang is to make the area of concern safe to the general public. 

5.
The flying gangs respond to requests that have been identified as posing an immediate danger or high risk to the public such as oil spills, objects blocking the road, illegal dumping, tree and shrub encroachments, and displaced kerb and channel. The flying gangs also patrol high profile roads to maintain an aesthetic appeal. The flying gangs also monitor ‘hot spots’ that generate ongoing requests and conduct other general emergency maintenance.

6.
The flying gangs provide added support to Parks crews for emergency works. This can be anything from a fallen branch to the removal of sharps, or repairs to a hole in the ground. Photos and videos of different services carried out by the flying gangs at various locations including parks, footpaths and roads were shown to the Committee members. 

7. 
Major activities performed by the flying gangs across Brisbane which are the areas of greatest importance to the public include illegal dumping, trip hazard repairs, litter/rubbish removal, safety hazard/emergency response and grass cutting. 

8.
The flying gangs’ grass cutting and herbicide application services include:


-
grass cutting services for Council’s roads and drainage systems

-
herbicide application and weed control services for Council’s road and footpath networks

-
respond to new grass cutting requests until they can be added to a grass cutting contract.

9.
Improvement initiatives for the flying gangs include working closely with Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, on illegal dumping and the placement of surveillance cameras. Further to this, the merging of green and black flying gang services allow trucks and crews to become multi-functional to optimise services. 

10.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Tilden for his informative presentation.

11.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

B
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL REMOVE A LARGE STREET TREE LOCATED AT THE FRONT OF 107 DUNELLAN STREET, GREENSLOPES

CA19/659359

303/2019-20

12.
A petition from residents, requesting that Council remove a large street tree located at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes, was received during the Winter Recess 2019.

13.
The Executive Manager, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information.

14.
The petition contains 102 signatures.

15.
The tree is an established Eucalyptus torrelliana, commonly known as Cadaghi tree and is believed to be at least 40 years old. Council has received multiple requests for the trimming and/or removal of the tree, dating back to 2004. On each occasion, Council has carried out inspections of the tree and each inspection deemed the tree to be in good health and structure. When required, trimming has been undertaken. However, previous requests for removal have been declined. Attachment B (submitted on file) contains photographs of the tree.

16.
A summary of previous requests for tree trimming and removal of the tree located at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes, is detailed below.

17.
On 11 February 2004, Council was advised by a resident that Energex trimmed the tree back from the powerlines and requested Council carry out further works to trim the height and branches of the tree. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure and concluded that the tree met Council’s requirements and no further work was required at that time. 
18.
On 12 July 2011, Council received a request from the Holland Park Ward Office to consider removal of the tree. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure. The request for removal of the tree was declined as the tree did not meet Council’s tree removal criteria.

19.
On 8 March 2012, Council received a request to remove the tree. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure. The request for removal of the tree was declined as the tree did not meet Council’s tree removal criteria.

20.
On 2 November 2012, Council received a request to remove the tree via the Holland Park Ward Office. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure. The request for removal of the tree was declined as the tree did not meet Council’s tree removal criteria.

21.
On 29 January 2014, Council received a request for tree maintenance. Council inspected the tree and completed tree maintenance works which included trimming of the branches.

22.
On 29 January 2014, Council received a further enquiry from a resident requesting removal of the tree. The resident advised Council that they believed the tree obstructed visibility of vehicles turning from Pine Street, Greenslopes.

23.
Council officers attended an onsite meeting with the resident and the previous local Councillor, Councillor Ian McKenzie, Councillor for Holland Park Ward, to understand the resident’s concerns. The branches obstructing the Telstra lines were trimmed and a request was sent to Transport Planning and Operations (TPO), Brisbane Infrastructure, to undertake a traffic assessment concerning the tree. 

24.
TPO inspected the tree and carried out a traffic assessment which concluded that the tree was not a visibility obstruction and did not present a safety hazard to drivers.

25.
On 27 January 2015, Council received a request for tree maintenance. Council inspected the tree and completed maintenance works which included trimming of the branches.

26.
On 9 April 2018, Council received a request to remove a tree. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure. The request for removal of the tree was declined as the tree did not meet Council’s tree removal criteria. 

27.
On 3 July 2018, Council received a request to remove the tree from a resident who reported that the tree branches had caused damage to their property. Council attempted to contact the resident and was only able to leave a message. Council left a message advising the resident that Council will be undertaking tree trimming works and provided details of Council’s insurance claim manager, Jardine Lloyd Thompson, for referral of any property damage claims. 

28.
On 4 March 2019, Council received a request from the previous local Councillor, Councillor Ian McKenzie, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, to inspect the tree and consider the tree removal. Councillor McKenzie advised Council that he received a complaint from a resident who conveyed concerns that the tree obstructed visibility of drivers turning left into Pine Street, and it was prone to dropping branches.

29.
TPO carried out a further inspection of the tree and concluded that the tree is not a visibility obstruction and the tree does not present a safety hazard to drivers.

30.
On 8 April 2019, Council received a request to remove a tree. Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good health and structure. The request for removal of the tree was declined as the tree did not meet Council’s tree removal criteria. 

31.
Council values the trees in our city as they contribute significantly to the environment both ecologically and aesthetically. These values are supported by Council’s tree policy which ensures the preservation of Council trees. Generally, if a tree is found to be in good health and structure, complies with Australian Standards and there is no arboriculture or public safety reason to remove the tree, the tree will remain.

32.
Council inspected the tree and found the tree to be in good form and vigour. The natural process by a tree to shed branches in high winds is a known trait of certain eucalyptus species. A Transport Network Operations officer from TPO, Brisbane Infrastructure, also surveyed the tree and deemed the tree not to be a visible obstruction for drivers.

33.
Following thorough investigation, Council has concluded that the tree does not meet Council’s tree removal criteria and therefore Council does not support the removal of the tree at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes.

34.
Council will continue to monitor the tree regularly and works will be scheduled when required.

Consultation

35.
Councillor Fiona Cunningham, Councillor for Coorparoo Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 


Customer impact
36.
This is not the customer’s preferred outcome.

37.
The Executive Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed. 

38.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER ADVISING THAT COUNCIL DOES NOT SUPPORT THE REMOVAL OF THE TREE ON THE FOOTPATH AT 107 DUNELLAN STREET, GREENSLOPES, AS IT DOES NOT MEET COUNCIL’S TREE REMOVAL CRITERIA.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/659359

Thank you for your petition requesting that Council remove a large street tree located at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes.

Council values the trees in our city as they contribute significantly to the environment both ecologically and aesthetically. These values are supported by Council’s tree policy, which ensures the preservation of Council trees. Generally, if a tree is found to be in good health and structure, complies with Australian Standards and there is no arboriculture or public safety reason to remove the tree, the tree will remain.

Council inspected the tree and found it to be in good form and vigour. The natural process by a tree to shed branches in high winds is a known trait of certain eucalyptus species. A Transport Network Operations officer from Transport Planning and Operations, Brisbane Infrastructure, also surveyed the tree and deemed the tree not to be a visible obstruction for drivers and concluded that the tree does not present a safety hazard to drivers.

Following thorough investigation, Council has concluded that the tree does not meet Council’s tree removal criteria and therefore Council does not support the removal of the tree at the front of 107 Dunellan Street, Greenslopes.

Council will continue to monitor the tree regularly and works will be scheduled when required.

Please advise the other petitioners of this information.

Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact Mr Wayne Sparkes-Carroll, A/Regional Coordinator Arboriculture, East Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, on (07) 3407 1471.

Thank you for raising this matter.

ADOPTED

COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Mr Chairman, there was one item in that. It’s the presentation by officers in regards to library services: Your Library Out and About, Library Outreach. I want to thank the officers very much for the presentation, and highlighting to the Committee the importance of the work that we do within our libraries, particularly such as the mobile library and the pop-up libraries, and how popular they are, but importantly also the added services of their engagement with community and particularly the aged in our community who may not be able to get out and about, and the Council continues to offer a variety of services of engagement around audio books and so forth. 


So, I really want to commend the officers on the work they do, and their close connection to community in providing this vital service for all the city. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor MATIC?


I will now put the resolution.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the report of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Peter Matic (Chair), Councillor Fiona Cunningham (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Kara Cook, Peter Cumming, Tracy Davis and Kate Richards. 

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – YOUR LIBRARY OUT AND ABOUT: LIBRARY OUTREACH

304/2019-20

1.
Sharan Harvey, Manager, Library Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on Council’s library outreach. She provided the information below.

2.
Council’s library outreach seeks to extend library services beyond the traditional library branch. The aims and outcomes of library outreach are to:

· improve access to library services

· raise awareness and use of library services (locally and citywide)

· build a sense of community and foster relationships

· grow a love for reading and learning

· improve the lifestyles of residents

· continuously evolve library services.

3.
Council’s pop-up library was introduced to the community in May 2017. It is a customised vehicle and equipment kit providing an agile, vibrant and engaging library presence at festivals, events and parks across the city. The pop-up library delivers traditional services such as library membership, borrowing and curated collections tailored for each event. The service is activated by enthusiastic staff and engaged with almost 17,000 people in 2018-19.

4.
The pop-up library exhibited at 34 festivals in 2018-19, including: Homeless Connect, Green Heart Fair, Brisbane Pride Festival, Oz Comic-Con, northside NAIDOC Family Fun Day, MDA Mosaic Festival, Ekka, May Fair, Backyard Bonanza, Einbunpin Festival, Moorooka Family Fun Day, Defence Family Welcome Day, Robotronica and Australian Reading Hour.

5.
Libraries ‘out and about’ local outreach aims to connect, inform, build relationships, share, and develop partnerships with individuals, organisations and community groups. This is achieved with scheduled visits, tailored activities and projects, by invitation, and often through informal networking and local events. More than 700 activities reached more than 62,000 people in 2018-19, and examples of local outreach locations include: 

· kindergartens and childcare centres

· primary, secondary and language schools

· local events

· community groups such as Kurbingui, Probus and Men’s Sheds

· retirement villages and aged care facilities.

6.
A significant outreach strategy is to align with Children’s Book Week, and the Committee was advised how Council collaborates with schools and community groups during book week and administers the Library Services Muir Shield competition.

7.
While the current vehicle launched in 2016, Council’s Mobile Library has delivered services across the community for almost 50 years. The heavy rigid truck has a deck, side pod extension, wheelchair lift, flat floor, toilet facilities and a library collection of more than 5,000 items. Driven and operated by librarians, the Mobile Library delivers library services to communities with low population densities that are not currently serviced by static library branches. By attending and participating in community events and festivals, the mobile services increase awareness and use of library services.

8.
The Mobile Library makes the following eight stops on a fortnightly schedule:

· Bellbowrie

· Brighton

· Ellen Grove (Carole Park)

· Forest Lake

· Manly West

· Mt Crosby

· The Gap.

9.
Targeted outreach is also delivered by Council’s City Archivist, usually to community history groups, to raise awareness about:

· City Archives and its role in preserving the history of Council and the city

· some of the ‘treasures’ within City Archives

· how Council’s archival records can assist with historical research.

10.
Council focuses on providing inclusive library services to those Brisbane residents who may be unable to visit suburban library branches due to illness, disability or frailty. The Home Library Service has been operating since the 1940s and is coordinated by staff at nine libraries who tailor a library selection to needs, interests and reading preferences. Home pickup is available from all libraries for carers and family members.

11.
A free Audiobook Postal Service is provided by Council to residents who are legally blind. Coordinated from the Banyo Library and delivered by Australia Post, library staff collate a tailored selection of material according to the customer’s profile of interests and preferences. Thus far, a total of 550 residents have used the Home Library Service and Audiobook Postal Service.

12.
Several positive testimonials from customers about the Home Library Service were shared with the Committee.

13.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Ms Harvey for her informative presentation.

14.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.

ADOPTED

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Councillor Adam ALLAN, Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Ryan MURPHY, that the report of the meeting of that Committee held on 29 October 2019, be adopted.

Chair:
Is there any debate?


Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Before moving to last week’s Committee report, I did want to respond to a couple of items that we took on notice in the Finance and Administration Committee meeting this morning, which Councillor STRUNK raised. So, he raised three particular questions. 


The first one was, on page 2, the reason for the reduction in cash investments of $209 million in the month. The second item was also on page 2, the reason for the increase in short-term investments, currently of $70 million in the month. Page 3, the reason for unreconciled bank deposits, or bank receipts, sorry, of 1.09 million. So, in response to those questions, the answers are as follows.


The reduction in cash investments of $209 million in the month, these related to a decrease in cash investments due to quarterly debt service payments of $37.3 million, repayment of a Queensland Treasury Corporation working capital facility of $60 million, reallocation of cash deposits from QIC (Queensland Investment Corporation) cash account to term deposits, with financial institutions NAB (National Australia Bank) and Suncorp-Metway of $70 million, operational and capital outlays in excess of revenue in the month.


Going to question 2, which was the reason for increase in short-term investments, currently of $70 million in the month. This related to term deposits invested with NAB and Suncorp-Metway and (2), this is in line with business as usual treasury operations to invest optimal returns for short-term deposits, taking into account Council’s cashflow forecast and prevailing market rates.


Question 3, which was on the unreconciled bank receipts. The amount of approximately a million dollars in unreconciled bank receipts are transactions which have been recorded on the bank statement and not yet reported in the general ledger. These receipts largely been for the last working day of Council’s accounting month and are receipted through Council’s revenue system in the next accounting period. Subsequently, these cheques are cleared through the normal clearing accounts.


Moving to the report from last week, if I can lay my hands on it. We had an excellent report on the business intelligence function within Council and really, the focus was not so much on the business intelligence work that we’re undertaking, but particularly in the provision of self-service capabilities to our frontline staff. So, as you’d be aware, Council produces a large amount of data each day across all areas of our operations and the clever use of this data enables Council to work smarter and find innovative ways to undertake its business. 


Already, we have used data we have seen—we collect in Council to improve a number of our processes and a great example of this is that Council is looking to improve the business process for managing stormwater drainage pipe inspections. Inspecting pipes is a timely procedure. The use of business intelligence will hopefully enable Council to better predict which water—stormwater pipes are more likely to need maintenance. 


There are more opportunities available to Council to improve processes and allow Council to work smarter, not harder. This is where business intelligence plays an important role in Council. Business intelligence takes the data produced by Council, as well as external sources such as the Bureau of Meteorology and analyses and presents the information. Various types of tools are used to analyse the data to produce a particular outcome. Perhaps Council wants to know what time our Wi-Fi is most used or find out how many maintenance notifications were received during a certain level of rainfall. The output and analysis of this data enables us to either answer questions or track information and performance that can help Council to optimise business processes and identify trends, or even discover issues or problems.


The self-service component of business intelligence equips Council staff with the ability to analyse their own data. We have available, a range of tools to load, analyse and visualise data for Council employees across the board. Upskilling staff reduces the pressure on the data team within Council and also provides frontline staff with access to timely information to enable them to undertake their roles. I’ll leave further debate to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ALLAN?


I now put the resolution. 

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of the Finance and Administration Committee was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
ATTENDANCE:
Councillor Adam Allan (Chair), Councillor Ryan Murphy (Deputy Chair), and Councillors Jared Cassidy, Sandy Landers, Kim Marx and Charles Strunk.

A
COMMITTEE PRESENTATION – UPTAKE OF SELF-SERVICE BUSINESS INTELLIGENCE REPORTING

305/2019-20

1.
Ricardo Inacio, Data, Reporting and Analysis Manger, Support Services Centre, Organisational Services, attended the meeting to provide an update on the uptake of self‑service business intelligence reporting within Council. He provided the information below.

2.
Business intelligence is a technology driven process for analysing and presenting information. The process uses a variety of tools, applications and methods which help to:

· collect data from systems (e.g. SAP) and external sources (e.g. the Bureau of Meteorology)

· prepare data for analysis

· develop and run queries against the data

· create reports, dashboards and visualisations.

3.
Business intelligence is important as it provides timely insights to support Council’s delivery of efficient and effective services for the community. Business intelligence supports smarter, data-driven decision making by:

· helping to answer questions (e.g. What caused the increase in maintenance notifications in the suburb A by B% on the weekend of C?)

· tracking KPIs and performance

· optimising business processes

· identifying trends

· discovering issues or problems.

4.
Council’s use of business intelligence evolved significantly when SAP went live in 2014. The integration promoted approximately 100 self-service reports covering process areas of assets and works management, finance, procurement, human resources and payroll.

5.
In 2012, the Data, Reporting and Analysis (DRA) unit was formed as part of the Support Services Centre to bring together expert reporting staff and prepare for the implementation of SAP. DRA provides timely insights based on high-quality data to support good decision making and Council’s goals. Key business intelligence services delivered include:

· scheduled and ad hoc SAP reports

· project discovery, design and development of new reporting initiatives

· guiding and training business users.

6.
Self-service business intelligence focuses on flexibility and scalability so that business users may run reports to their preferences at any time. More business users are utilising existing tools to load, analyse and visualise data themselves. The focus of DRA has shifted from report development to the ‘data model layer’ and building raw datasets for business users.

7.
Building self-service business intelligence capability amongst business users involves upskilling staff in data discovery and visualisation to reduce dependency on technical teams, such as DRA. In providing this training, business users have the flexibility to perform data discovery and develop their own visualisations using their tool of choice. Technical teams may then focus on capability development, quality and governance.

8.
Following a number of questions from the Committee, the Chair thanked Mr Inacio for his informative presentation.

9.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE ABOVE REPORT.
ADOPTED

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, are there any petitions? 

Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I have a petition on behalf of Councillor OWEN, regarding a development application in Calamvale.

Chair:
Councillor ALLAN.
Councillor ALLAN:
I have a petition requesting Council approve the proposed development of the Burnie Brae Retirement Village at Kuran Street, Chermside.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY.
Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair. I have a paper petition calling on Council to stop the rezoning of Sandgate in the Sandgate District neighbourhood plan draft strategy and an associated ePetition titled Stop Rezoning Sandgate District neighbourhood plan draft strategy. Another one, paper petition calling for a 30-day extension be granted to the November 4 cut-off date to provide feedback to the Sandgate and District neighbourhood plan strategy and associated ePetition calling for an extension and a paper petition calling on Council to remove from its draft, Sandgate District neighbourhood plan, the re-zoning of parts of Deagon to low‑medium density residential and associated e-petition on the same topic. All totalling well over 1,000 signatures.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, thanks, Mr Chair. I have a petition in relation to a request for lighting along a bikeway pathway through Kookaburra Park and Fauna Park in Rocklea.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.
Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thanks, Chair. I’ve got a petition calling for Brisbane City Council to defend the appeal by the developer of the subdivision proposed for 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, I have a petition supporting a community garden at James Warner Park in Kangaroo Point and a petition opposing a community garden at James Warner Park in Kangaroo Point.

Chair:
May I please have a resolution to accept the petitions?
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It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICARDS, seconded by Councillor Peter CUMMING, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/1051682
	Steven Huang on behalf of Angela Owen
	Requesting Council refuse the unit development at 55 Benhiam Street, Calamvale. 

	CA19/1051527
	Adam Allan
	Requesting Council approve the proposed development of the Burnie Brae Retirement Village at 49 to 53 Kuran Street, Chermside. 

	CA19/1077306
	Jared Cassidy 
	Requesting broader community discussions on the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy, information on proposed developments to include all of the community in Sandgate and surrounding suburbs with the postcode 4017, and a review and analysis of the potential negative impacts to local businesses and trade. 

	CA19/1067301
	Jared Cassidy
	Requesting broader community discussions on the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy, information on proposed developments to include all of the community in Sandgate and surrounding suburbs with the postcode 4017, and a review and analysis of the potential negative impacts to local businesses and trade.

	CA19/1077236
	Jared Cassidy
	Requesting Council grant a 30-day extension for residents to provide feedback on the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy, engage the community and provide a comprehensive impact analysis.

	CA19/1067579
	Jared Cassidy
	Requesting Council grant a 30-day extension for residents to provide feedback on the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy, engage the community and provide a comprehensive impact analysis.

	CA19/1077766
	Jared Cassidy
	Objecting to the rezoning of parts of Deagon to low‑medium density residential in the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy.

	CA19/1067108
	Jared Cassidy
	Objecting to the rezoning of parts of Deagon to low‑medium density residential in the Sandgate District Neighbourhood Plan draft strategy.

	CA19/1066882
	Steve Griffiths
	Requesting Council install lights for the safety of residents along the pathway in Kookaburra Park and Fauna Parade Park, Rocklea. 

	CA19/1077173
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council defend the appeal by the developer of the subdivision proposed for 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside, all the way to a trial in the Planning and Environment Court. 

	CA19/1060623
	Jonathan Sri
	Requesting Council support a community garden in James Warner Park, Kangaroo Point.

	CA19/1060700
	Jonathan Sri
	Requesting Council not approve or construct a community garden in James Warner Park, Kangaroo Point, and find a more suitable location. 


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
Councillors, General Business.


Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of the Council Conduct Review Panel Order? 

Councillors, are there matters of General Business? 

Councillor MACKAY.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair. I rise tonight to speak about the dedication of the Avenue of Honour in Toowong’s Anzac Park. Now, Chair, I do speak a lot about military things, well I have so far, and I am a proud former reservist and member of the Toowong RSL. So, it was very moving for me, to be a part of the dedication of the Avenue of Honour with the LORD MAYOR and Councillor HOWARD in attendance. 


So, I just want to put you in the picture a little bit, Chair. It’s 1968, 16 May, in fact, and three North Vietnamese regular army battalions almost broke through the Australian lines. This battle lasted for more than a week and at the end of it, 26 Australians died and it was the Battle of Fire Support Bases Coral and Balmoral celebrating its 50th anniversary last year. 

At that time, 5.29pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Now, very interestingly, one of the young men who was there at the time was a man named George Hulse, who went on to become a Lieutenant Colonel in the Australian Army Reserve. He served in four wars, Chair. Malaya, Cashmere, PNG and Vietnam. He has been diagnosed with cancer due to his exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam. But it’s men like George Hulse, who have really put—quite literally put their lives on the line for the values that we hold dearly, Chair, and George was what they used to call a tunnel rat. One of the engineers in the army who would go into the Viet Cong tunnels, searching out the enemy. Can you think of a more dangerous job, Chair? 


Now, George Hulse is the president of the Toowong RSL and at the dedication of the Avenue of Honour, he gave a very moving speech and in front of a crowd that was well represented by former servicemen and service association personnel. We also had in attendance Wing Commander Michelle Maundrell from Amberley Air Base and she represented the service nurses because, you see, Chair, there were two things dedicated on that day 31 October. There was the Avenue of Honour around the ring road at Anzac Park, which was planted with a large number of flame trees.


Now, we know driving around Brisbane, Chair, there are a lot of purple jacarandas and unfortunately for the flame tree, the jacaranda does stand out a lot more than the flame tree, but the flame tree is a beautiful native tree that flowers red in November. That tree was chosen to line the Avenue of Honour in Anzac Park, to represent the blood of sacrifice. Also planted in Anzac Park, were nine lemon scented myrtle trees to represent the white of the pinafore of the service nurses from World War I. 

Now, Councillor HOWARD and the LORD MAYOR both unveiled the signs to give a narrative to the Avenues of Honour and that was very well received. I have had tremendous feedback from the local community, which is fantastic. Just a couple of days before that, we actually planted a Lone Pine on the crest of the hill and that’s framed by two tallow woods, one of which I have spoken about previously that has been dedicated to Canon Garland. 


So, Chair, it is with great honour that I represent the people and the park around—the people around Anzac Park and I look forward to working with my local community to really make the most of what we can do for that park. 


Now, these things don’t happen by themselves and I do want to pay special tribute to four Council staff officers, Keith Foster, Jim Richards, Jim Valentine and Neridah Parke, without whom this park and the Avenues of Honour, would not have been possible. So, thank you, Chair. Thank you to the Council officers and I appreciate the LORD MAYOR and Councillor HOWARD coming out last week to really commemorate what is a very special part of Brisbane. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MACKAY. 


Further business? 


Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. I just rise to speak on one item tonight and that is an event that happened here in this place last night in the main auditorium. The united celebration for the St John’s Anglican College. It’s—I think it’s about the fourth one I have attended in this place and certainly the main auditorium is just a magnificent piece of architecture. Its restoration, of course, is a tribute to the people of Brisbane, who supported that restoration through their funding.


But I really want to talk about the St John’s Anglican College itself, who have, for more than 25 years, have been an intricate part of the Forest Lake community. So much so, that in the early days, they were really the go-to organisation such as it was at the time. It was only a primary campus, the secondary hadn’t been built, but this school has been a boon for my local community in regard to showing leadership. It continues to do so, 20, 25 years later. 


We have a new head of—or a new principal, Maria McIvor, who took over just a little bit over 12 months ago. She had come in from Mackay and the first time I met this lady, I knew that she was really going to fit into the local community because those things that I hold dear in regards to community, she was very much, very much in that ilk as well. So, we also have a new Chair, Stephen Scott, this year as well. So, we’ve had a change of leadership, but everything has really just continued on and is actually improving.


The awards night, it encapsulates—or captures, all the primary, the middle and the secondary, or the senior school. They come together for the awards night and honestly, it’s a sight to behold. For about two hours, they get through the awards and the presentations and they take the right amount of time to do all those, but there’s also plenty of entertainment as well for the—now, the whole auditorium was packed. It was standing room only. The balconies were full. So, the community, the St John’s community comes out in force into this space. 


I would recommend any other Councillor to maybe suggest it to a secondary school as well in their areas because certainly, the venue is just top notch. It was so easy to access, to get in and out of in the parking of course on a Monday night in King George Square is pretty good, so it worked out very well. 


I just want to congratulate—again, congratulate them for holding a well-run, fantastic evening. Something that everyone got a lot out of and I only heard compliments as I was walking out to go to the car. That everyone was just so pleased that they’d actually taken the time to go along to see the awards and thank you, Mr Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor STRUNK. 

Any further business? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. I just rise to speak about the passing of a former constituent of mine. I had the privilege of attending his funeral last week with a very, very large number of local residents. That was Allan John Nagle. John, as he was known, was born in 1939 in Gympie, moved with his family down to Wooli and did much of his growing up down there and that’s where he met his wife, Lesley and the love of his life. They were married for 59 years, up until his recent death. They were married just before Lesley’s 18th birthday, although she points out that her 18th birthday was just a week after they were married. 


He tried his hand in many different things early on in life, but as they say, the sea called him and he embarked pretty early on in his 20s, on a lifetime of professional fishing. Which plays a big part—did play a big part and continues to play a big part in my ward. He was a real legend in the fishing community in my community. Everyone that knew him, whether it was in that—in the professional fishing community or associated industries, still and always have—and I think will continue, to speak very, very fondly of John. 


He became famous in the early 1990s for all the wrong reasons that a fisherman should be, in that his boat, the Jennifer Kay, which he built himself with his own two hands, got caught on an unmapped wreck north of Moreton Island and it sunk. His two crew were rescued because he made sure they got off the boat sooner than he was and he clung onto a broken milk crate overnight, which was no mean feat for a fisherman who could not swim.


He was the loving father to two Council employees, Jennifer—or Jen, who is my ward advisor, and Kay Douglass, who works in—here in Council and the grandfather to two—well one is still current and one former Council employee, Sam and Calum and his other grandchildren, Lewis, Will and Sarah, loved him very much and of course, as I said, was married to Lesley for 59 years and loved her until the day he died.


So, I want to pass on my deepest condolences to that family. They have always been an enormous support to me, and I hope that I can be a big support to them through this difficult time.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor CASSIDY. 

Further business? 

Councillor ATWOOD.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Yes. Thank you, Mr Chairman. Today I rise to speak about the railway level crossing outside Lindum Train Station. Yesterday, I was catching up on local news and read a headline, safety overhaul of the dangerous Lindum level crossing, launched with public consultation. I thought great, the State Government have finally put some money up on the table to fix this deadly intersection.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ATWOOD:
But then I read the article.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ATWOOD:
Community consultation opened today for a long awaited fix to the Lindum level crossing with an online forum launched to engage with residents of Brisbane’s bayside and pop-up engagement booths to be held throughout this month. I kept reading, hoping that there would be more to this story. The State Government has contributed a mere $400,000 towards a feasibility study. Then I read a quote from Transport Minister, Mr Bailey. This is about delivering a real solution for Lindum and Bayside locals.


Now, Mr Chairman, this started my blood boiling because this is a State Government playing politics and I really mean that. A survey doesn’t deliver a safety overhaul. If the State Labor Government was active and listening to locals in the Bayside, they wouldn’t need another survey. Announcing a survey is extremely short of the $80 million this State Government needs to stump up for an upgrade to an asset that is owned and managed by them.

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ATWOOD:
What we really need, is a fair dinkum commitment by them. Last year, both LNP levels of government, Council and Federal, contributed a combined $125 million towards an upgrade to this level crossing because we manage our money. I am calling on the Labor State Government to put their money where their mouth is. We need elderly citizens to be able to cross this track. Last year, unfortunately a lady did pass away because her walking aid got caught in the tracks.


To the Premier and the Treasurer of Queensland, I plead: please join with the Brisbane City Council and the Federal Government to commit the money needed to upgrade the Lindum level crossing. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor ATWOOD. 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. Look, I just rise to talk about the seniors off-peak travel and since the ward of Pullenvale has over 9,000 seniors in it, there is—I’ve met a lot over the time I’ve been out there for the past three and a half years and a lot of these residents have pioneering backgrounds from being some of the original families that were first out there, who dug the soil to create the agricultural farming land that it is today.


In meeting some of these characters, there is some amazing kaleidoscopes of experiences amongst it, but there is one particular lady who still lives on acreage, still looks after her property with cattle on it and still has her own veggie patch. But the interesting thing, the cost of living that is occurring in our city is extreme that she has found other ways to try and compensate that. That means, at times, she has no power on. She turns it off completely. She manually pumps from the dam so that her cattle can have some water. 


So, I’m always just—whenever I’m driving by her place or her street, I actually drop up and see how she’s going, just to make sure she’s okay. But I got a little message from her the other day that just—I didn’t know whether I wanted to cry or laugh all at the same time, but she is a real character. 


So, I’ll just share the bit that really hit me the most, which is, it’s so gratifying when somebody like you recognises us. You, being this Council. The discount bus fare allows me to travel to special places in Brisbane, like the City Hall expedition that she had recently, which was a long-winded story, but it was wonderful to hear. But it now permits me the provision of another Meals on Wheels. Thank you, you are special.


So, it’s those moments that really epitomises the words Brisbetter. It’s this Schrinner Administration who recognise the cost of living is going up, but we’re doing everything we can to help everyone of this great city to enjoy the lifestyle we have. Thank you, Deputy Chair.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor RICHARDS. 

Is there any further business? 

Councillor Landry—LANDERS, sorry.

Councillor LANDERS:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on Bracken Ridge Ward events. It has been a busy week in Bracken Ridge Ward. The Aspley Memorial Bowls Club had the cover over green one officially opened by Federal Member for Petrie, Luke Howarth, and Federal Member for Dixon, Peter Dutton, on behalf of the Deputy Prime Minister and Minster for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development. 


It was great to attend with my colleague, Councillor Tracy DAVIS, and invited special guest, Amanda Cooper, to share in the culmination of the club’s hard work in raising funds and successful application for a Federal grant. The all‑weather cover will be safer and more comfortable to use in rain, hail or shine, attracting new members to the club and encouraging school students to participate in bowls as a sport.


The upgrade with Federal funding of $590,000 and over $160,000 raised by the club included lighting and drainage upgrades. This was an extraordinary effort for a club that managed to raise this contribution without poker machines. Along with the members, neighbours, local business and community groups, we enjoyed a delicious lunch provided by club members.


The Apsley Memorial Bowls Club has been an important part of my local community since 1926 and continues to go from strength to strength. The club has a reputation of being the friendly club, Mr Deputy Chair, and encourages everyone, young and old, of all skills, to visit and play. 


Another grand opening in my ward of Bracken Ridge, was the Apsley East’s C&K’s new playground. Along with funds raised by the kindergarten, contributions were also provided through the LORD MAYOR’s community benefit fund and through the Federal Government. 


This project was designed and delivered by the children and the parents from the 2018 and 2019 cohorts and steered by the wonderful centre director, Marie and president Casey. The children from 2018 were so excited to return to the kindy to see their suggestions come to life and join with the 2019 class to put the new equipment to the test.


Mr Deputy Chair, Bracken Ridge Ward is a hub of activity with end of year gatherings and celebrations happening across all ages. The Northside Singers entertained the community with a medley of musical hits on Saturday at the Bald Hills Uniting Church. Women from all parts of the globe met in friendship over a shared lunch of many cuisines at the Worldly Women Meet and Greet afternoon at the Zillmere PCYC and youth from St John Fisher College, Apsley State High School and my old school, Bracken Ridge State High School, celebrated a year of academic, sport and cultural achievements at award evenings with Sandgate High and St Paul’s to follow this week.


What an outstanding effort our young people have made in 2019 and they, along with their teachers and parents, should be very proud of their success. The future of our community is in good hands with these impressive and motivated young adults and I particularly wish the Grade 12s all the very best in their future endeavours and congratulate them on the completion of their secondary studies. Thank you, Deputy Chairman.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you, Councillor LANDERS. 

Is there any further business? 

Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Mr Deputy Chair, I just rise very briefly to congratulate and thank the LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, for the movies in the park initiative. I had my first one on the weekend and I just want to pass on a very special message that I received from a local resident. I was packing up and getting ready to put stuff away and the movie had started. 


This lady came marching quite determinedly towards me and I don’t know if any of you have ever seen a lady with a moko, but it can be quite intimidating. Anyway, she had the moko and she was coming up towards me and I’m like, oh God, what have I done? She came up, she gave me a big hug and a kiss on the cheek and she said, thank you to you and the LORD MAYOR, because this event is what brings my family together. I think that’s what it’s all about and I thank the LORD MAYOR very much, thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Any further business? 

There be nobody rising to their feet, I declare the meeting closed.

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 31 October 2019)

Q1.
Please list all companies who were contracted for advertising services to the Museum of Brisbane during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company

Q2.
Please list all members of the Museum of Brisbane executive and board for 2018-19 financial year 

Q3. 
Please list all members of the board of Brisbane Housing Company for 2018-19 financial year

Q4. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide strategic community services to Brisbane Marketing during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q5. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide strategic community services to Queensland Urban Utilities during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q6. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide strategic community services to Council during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q7. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide design services to Brisbane Green Heart CitySmart during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q8. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide digital advertising services to Council during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q9. 
Please list all companies which were contracted to provide venue fitout services to Brisbane Powerhouse during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q10. 
Please list all companies which provided sponsorship to Brisbane Powerhouse during the 2018-19 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q11. 
Please list all companies which provided professional services to Council during the 2017-18 financial year and the total value of contracts with each company.

Q12. 
Please list all third parties which received payments from Brisbane Marketing related to the management of the Jeff Horn fight during the 2017-18 financial year and the total value of payments for each third party.

Q13. 
Please list all third parties which leased business premises owned by Council during the 2017-18 financial year.

Q14. 
Please list which boards or other governance body have members appointed by Council and how many members on each board or other governance body are appointed by Council.

Q15. 
Please advise the budget for third party consultant payments in the 2019-20 financial year.

Q16. 
For the 2018-19 financial year, please provide a list of road infrastructure upgrades which have received funding from either the State or Federal government, identify which government provided funding, the amount of their contribution for each project and the amount of Council contribution for each project.

Q17. 
Please complete the following table regarding meetings between Brisbane City Council and organisations in regards to the Metro project

	Organisation
	Number of meetings in regards to the Metro project

	Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre
	

	South Bank Corporation
	

	Queensland Art Gallery
	

	State Library of Queensland
	

	Queensland Performing Arts Centre
	

	Queensland Museum and Science Centre
	

	Gallery of Modern Art
	


Q18.
Please list any properties which would be required to be resumed (in total or in part) under any of the proposed Metro plans.

Q19. 
Please advise what research has been conducted regarding the impact of the Metro project on the Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre and the outcome of that research.
Q20. 
Please advise what research and consultation has been conducted regarding the impact of the Metro project on Melbourne Street businesses and the outcome of that research.

Q21. 
Please advise what research and consultation has been conducted regarding the impact of the Metro project on Grey Street businesses and the outcome of that research.

Q22. 
Please advise what research and consultation has been conducted regarding the impact of the Metro project on South Bank businesses and the outcome of that research.

Q23. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Bracken Ridge Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q24. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Calamvale Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q25. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Central Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q26. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Chandler Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q27. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Coorparoo Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q28. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Deagon Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q29. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Doboy Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q30. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Enoggera Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q31. 
Please complete the following table regarding completed road and intersection upgrades in the 2018-19 and current financial years within Forest Lake Ward.

	Location of completed upgrades
	Initial budget for upgrade
	Total spend on upgrade
	Communications and advertising spend for project

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Q32. 
Please list all contracts awarded by Council of greater than $3 million in value where only one bid was received for tender since 1 July 2018.

Q33. 
Please advise how many contracts of greater than $5 million in value were awarded via panel arrangements since 1 July 2016.

Q34. 
Please list all Council projects valued at more than $30 million which were completed in the 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, 2018-19 financial years (broken down by financial year).

Q35. 
Please list all Council projects valued at more than $30 million which are currently underway, their current status and expected completion date

Q36. 
Please list all Council projects valued at more than $30 million which are budgeted but not yet under construction, their expected start date and their expected completion date.

Q37. 
Please list all Council parks in Bracken Ridge Ward, Calamvale Ward, Central Ward, Chandler Ward, Coorparoo Ward, Deagon Ward, Doboy Ward, Enoggera Ward & Forest Lake Ward (broken down by ward).

Q38. 
How many Council staff have been referred to Council Workplace Doctors in the Following financial years:
(a)
2016/17

(b)
1017/18

(c)
1018/19,

(d)
2019 to date?

Q39. 
How many Council staff have been exited from the organisation after seeing Council Workplace Doctors in the following financial years:

(a)
2016/17

(b)
2017/18

(c)
2018/19

(d)
2019 to date

Q40. 
How many live animals have been used in Brisbane City Council Christmas displays over the last 3 years?

Q41. 
How many live animals does Brisbane City Council intend to use in any Christmas displays this year?

Q42. 
Of the 10000 hectares of bushland reserve that Brisbane City Council managers on behalf of rate payers, how many hectares are within 100 meters of residential homes?

Q43. 
How many trainees and apprentice’s did Brisbane City Council employ each year in the last 3 financial year?

Q44. 
Please advise why the CJ Greenfield Hall, at Richlands, is not listed on the Brisbane City Council website for hire.

Q45. 
By ward, how many parking fines where issued by Brisbane City Council in the 18/19, 18/17, 17/16 financial years and from July – September 2019?

Q46. 
How many Qantas club memberships for Chairs of Committees have been purchased for this calendar year and please list which Chairs have received the memberships?

Q47. 
Please advise the operational budget for each individual Chair of Committee for the last three financial years and detail what this budget is used for.

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (received on 24 October 2019)

Q1.
Please provide a breakdown of the crash history for Ipswich Rd, Annerley since 2012, including usual data regarding vehicle and pedestrian accidents including deaths or hospitalisations? 

A1.
Crash history data is provided by the State Government.

Q2.
Please provide the boundary cross streets off Logan Rd, Stones Corner within which the $170,000 City of Lights project will be undertaken in 2019-2020.

A2.
Gladys Street and Logan Road, Stones Corner.
Q3.
Please provide the address of any locations for the $170,000 Stones Corner City of Lights project on private property?

A3.
Not applicable.
Q4.
Please provide the addresses of any locations for the $170,000 Stones Corner City of Lights project on public property? 

A4.
286 Logan Road, Stones Corner.
Q5.
How wide is the footpath on Logan Rd, Stones Corner where the $170,000 City of Lights project will be undertaken? If it varies, please provide the widest measurement point and smallest.

A5.
The approximate measurement is between 5 and 6 metres.
Q6.
How many laneways are there within the boundaries of the $170,000 City of Lights project at Logan Rd Stones Corner? Please provide the number and addresses if any.

A6.
0.
Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 24 October 2019)

Q1.
How much did Brisbane City Council spend in the 2018/19 financial year on advertising?

A1.
$2,819,040.12.
Q2.
Please provide the physical locations of all Red Rose Foundation - Red Bench installations across all Council Wards.
A2.

	Suburb
	Location

	Sandgate 
	Einbunpin Lagoon, adjacent to Rotunda

	Hamilton
	Outside Hamilton Library on Racecourse Road

	Annerley
	Bus stop seat at 20/21 Ipswich Road (Inbound)

	Runcorn
	Wakerley Park, Cnr Nathan Road and Dew Street

	Bulimba
	Bulimba Riverside - Love Street Park 

	Bulimba
	Cnr Oxford St and Stuart St facing Bulimba Memorial Park

	Wynnum
	Cnr Bay Terrace and Florence Street outside 

	Cannon Hill
	Cnr Wynnum Road and Barrack Road 

	Carindale 
	Carindale Rec Reserve 

	Stones Corner
	Inbound outside of Aldi Near Bus Stop

	Mt Gravatt
	Logan Road, outside City Cave Shop 

	Chermside 
	Near pool entry at Chermside Pool and Kedron RSL 

	Woolloongabba
	Footpath along Raymond Park

	Forest Lake
	The Lake Parklands at new BBQ area 

	Bracken Ridge
	Harold Keilly Park, overlooking lake on Bracken Ridge Road side

	Nundah
	Seat at 1265 Sandgate Road

	Indooroopilly
	Station Road, near Shopping Centre

	Acacia Ridge
	Grenier Park 

	Chermside West
	Raven Street Reserve, near Environment Centre

	Acacia Ridge
	Mitchell Road, on footpath 

	New Farm
	Powerhouse Park 

	Kenmore
	Wal Cocking Park 

	Brisbane
	Emma Miller Place

	Jindalee
	Jindalee Boat Ramp

	Karana Downs
	2 College Road


Q3.
Please provide a list of all Council Boards and the current Board members including any remuneration paid to those members for the 2018/19 financial year and the 2019/20 year to date.

A3.

	Board Name:
	Member name:
	Remuneration 2018/19
	Remuneration 2019/20 YTD

	Brisbane Bus Build Pty Ltd
	Geoff Beck

Bill Lyon
	Nil
	Nil

	Brisbane Green Heart CitySmart Pty Ltd
	Neil Horrocks (Chair)

Dylan Byrne

Katherine Sadler

Monica Bradley

Colin Jensen (Unpaid)

Bill Lyon (Alternate)
	Not paid by Council.
	Not paid by Council.

	Brisbane Marketing Pty Ltd
	Paul Spiro (Chair)

Liz Savage

Adam Penberthy

John Shepherd

Helen Besly

Monica Bradley
	Not paid by Council.
	Not paid by Council.

	Brisbane Powerhouse Pty Ltd
	David Conry

Catherine Michael

Kevin Griffiths

David Lyons

Jason Bird

Libby Anstis

Hayley Johnson

John Cotter

Emma Fredericks

Cameron Noble
	$22,000 (ex GST) (Chair)
	$11,000 (ex GST) (Chair)

	Brisbane Tolling Pty Ltd
	Scott Stewart (Chair)

Bill Lyon
	Nil
	Nil

	CBD Economic Development Board
	Mark Greer

Godfrey Mantle

Stephen Tait

Mitchell Ogilvie

Chris McCluskey

Michael Zaicek

Grant Hine

Richard Garing

Penny Flynn 
	Nil
	Nil

	City of Brisbane Investment Corporation Pty Ltd
	Geoff Rodgers (Chair)

Neil Castles

Neill Ford

Maria Roach

Bruce McIver

Jerry Harris

Patrice Sherrie

Colin Jensen (Unpaid)

Bill Lyon (Alternate)
	Not paid by Council.
	Not paid by Council.

	City Parkland Services Pty Ltd
	Andrea Kenafake (Chair)

Paul Oberle

Stephanie Knobel (Secretary)
	Nil
	Nil

	City Super Pty Ltd
	Bill Lyon
	Nil
	Nil

	Field Services Advisory Board
	Neil Hatherley (2018/19)

Margaret de Wit

Charlie Miller

John Brent
	$31,907

$18,696

$24,652

$18,696
	$0

$4,674

$10,630

$4,674

	Inclusive Brisbane Board
	Greg Goebel (Chair)

Cr Peter Matic

Cr Vicki Howard

Tash Tobias

Dy Currie

Wayne Briscoe

Kerrin Benson

John Mayo

Karen Dare

Sonya Keep

Matthew Miller

Maree Adshead

Thomas Rice

Jelenko Dragisic

Lincoln Savage

Laurie Buys
	$16,680 (Chair)
	$5,560

(Chair)


	Independent Design Advisory Board
	Noel Robinson

Bevan Lynch

Brian Donovan

Kevin Hayes

Rosemary Kennedy

Natasha Chee

Bruce Wolfe

Ingrid Richards

Glen Wright

Kirsti Simpson

James Tuma

Nathalie Ward

Heath Williamson

Paul Curran

Jeff Brown

Stuart Vokes

Graham Nottle

Stephen Pale

Elizabeth Watson Brown

Dr Kelly Greenop

Catherine Boudet

Mark Tendys

Eloise Atkinson

Sandra Browne

Dr Anne Kovachevich

Liam Proberts

Kelly Geldard

Caroline Stalker

Andrew Gutteridge

Ruth Woods

Ivan McDonald

Ben Lyons

Simon White

Brooke Williams

Damian Thompson

Andrew Galt

David Uhlmann

John Gaskell

Natalie Hoitz

Professor Paul Sanders
	Chair remuneration:

$156.00 per hour (ex GST) for meeting attendance, any necessary site visits and research.

Member remuneration:

$153.00 per hour (ex GST) for meeting attendance, any necessary site visits and research.
	Chair remuneration:

$156.00 per hour (ex GST) for meeting attendance, any necessary site visits and research.

Member remuneration:

$153.00 per hour (ex GST) for meeting attendance, any necessary site visits and research.

	Lord Mayor’s Creative Brisbane Advisory Board
	Anne-Maree Moon

Ben Lightfoot

Deb Wilks

Fiona Maxwell

James Tuma

Karla Brady

Katherine Hoepper

Llew Jury

Paul Spiro

Renai Grace

Takeshi Takada

Valmay Hill 
	Nil
	Nil

	Major Brisbane Festivals Pty Ltd
	Paul Spiro

Philip Bacon

Cory Heathwood

Ian Klug

Amanda Newbery

Mick Power AM

Alison Smith

Professor Mandy Thomas

Chris Tyquin
	Nil
	Nil

	Major Projects Board
	Andrew Brown

Lady Jane Edwards

John Gralton 

Lord Mayor, Adrian Schrinner

Deputy Mayor, Krista Adams

Cr David McLachlan

Colin Jensen

Bill Lyon

Scott Stewart

Alan Evans
	$113,200

$35,000

$59,000
	$26,125

$5,833

$14,750

	Museum of Brisbane Board Pty Ltd
	Sallyanne Atkinson AO (Chair)

Andrew Harper

Liana Heath

Natasha Hood

Chris Tyquin

Melanie Heley (Company Secretary)
	$22,978 (incl GST) (Chair)
	$7,659 (incl GST) (Chair)

	Oxley Creek Transformation Pty Ltd 
	Nigel Chamier (Chair)

Shaun Walsh

Anne Clarke

Guy Gibson

Bevan Lynch
	$50,000 (incl GST) (Chair)
	$50,625 (incl GST) (Chair)

	QUU Board (please note: Brisbane City Council is one of five shareholding Councils)
	Bronwyn Morris (Chair)

Bruce Leslie

Kathy Hirschfeld

Mark Gray

Phillip Strachan

John Cotter

Julie-Anne Schafer

Graham Thomsen 
	Not paid by Council.
	Not paid by Council.

	SunPAC Brisbane Pty Ltd
	Valmay Hill

Theresa Famularo

Darren Rocksby

Anthony Lin

Rona Zhang
	Nil
	Nil

	Transport for Brisbane Advisory Board
	Carolyn Barker (Chair)

Ken Freer

Gerard Paynter

Carol Cashman

Raewyn Bailey

Geoffrey Beck
	$41,878.40
$18,403.95
$18,403.95
$20,077.08
$18,403.95
Nil
	$11,421.38
$5,019.26
$5,019.26
$5,019.27
$5,019.26
Nil

	Trade Coast Land Pty Ltd
	Bill Lyon

Richard Butler

Maria Menchise (Company Secretary)
	Nil
	Nil

	Urban Futures Brisbane (UFB) Board
	Bevan Lynch (Chair)

Chris Freeman AM

Noel Robinson

Greg Goebel

Andrew King

Nigel Chamier

Stephen Tait

John Aitken

Guy Gibson

Geoff McIntyre

Ross Elliott

Queensland Government nominee (Kerry Doss)
	$17,374.00 per month (ex GST)

(Chair)

All board members except the Qld Government nominee are entitled to claim $153 per hour (ex GST) for UFB meeting attendance.
	$17,374.00 per month (ex GST)

(Chair)

All board members except the Qld Government nominee are entitled to claim $153 per hour (ex GST) for UFB meeting attendance.

	Urban Renewal Brisbane
	Bevan Lynch
	Nil
	Nil


Q4.
Please provide a total cost to date and itemised breakdown in expenditure of funds by Brisbane City Council for the Brisbane Metro Project including business plan, legal fees, governance, marketing, employee cost, procurement, project designs, travel, and other incidentals to the project.

A4.

	Description
	Actuals to Sep 19                                      $ 000’s

	Business Case Costs
	12,875 

	Employee Costs
	8,244 

	Design & Technical Investigations
	28,811 

	Procurement
	6,490 

	Legal Fees
	1,725 

	Project Management, including Governance
	2,780 

	Marketing and Communications
	1,163 

	Travel Expenses
	45 

	Land - Accrual
	16,710 

	Office Costs
	592 

	Intersection Upgrades
	834 

	Total
	80,267


Q5.
How many Brisbane City Council employees and contractors are currently employed directly or contracted to the Brisbane Metro Project?

A5.
18 Council FTEs.
Q6.
What is the number and total cost of drones purchased by Brisbane City Council?

A6.
As per the previous question on notice answered on 22 October 2019, Council does not keep a central database of drones. Council has at least 5 drones, at a total cost of $14,434. 

Please note this is not an exhaustive list.

Q7.
Please provide a breakdown of cost for the following functions held at City Hall over the last 7 months:

(i)
Induction for the new Councillor for the Chandler Ward

(ii)
Induction for the new Councillor for the Brackenridge Ward

(iii)
Induction for the new Councillor for the McDowell Ward.

A7.
(i) 
$0.

(ii) 
It is assumed this refers to Bracken Ridge Ward. This is yet to be invoiced.

(iii)
The induction for the Councillor for McDowall ward was $913.

Q8.
Please advise which Councillors, and the cost of the permanent vehicle warps, that were paid by Brisbane City Council and out of which fund.

A8.
It is assumed this refers to vehicle wraps. As no timeframe was included, it is also assumed this refers to the last financial year to date.

Cr Lisa Atwood, $768 from the Doboy Ward office budget.

Q9.
How many Planning and Environment Court development cases did Brisbane City Council defend in the following financial years:

(i)
2016

(ii)
2017

(iii)
2018 

(iv)
2019

A9.
Figures below represent cases lodged in the respective years.

(i)
2016 - 220

(ii)
2017 - 192

(iii)
2018 - 197

(iv)
2019 - 159

Q10.
How many Planning and Environment Court development cases did Brisbane City Council defend successfully in the following financial years:

(i)
2016

(ii)
2017

(iii)
2018 

(iv)
2019

A10.
Please note, some decisions relate to cases that were carried over from prior years. 

(i)
2016 - 220

(ii)
2017 - 203 

(iii)
2018 - 166

(iv)
2019 - 158

Q11.
Have any of the newly appointed Councillors in the following wards received any additional allocation of funds for either the Ward Budget or the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund:

(i)
Walter Taylor

(ii)
McDowall

(iii)
Coorparoo

(iv)
Doboy

(v)
Bracken Ridge

(vi)
Chandler

A11.
No additional funds have been allocated to the Ward Budget or the Lord Mayor’s Community Fund for the wards listed.

Q12.
Please outline the contracts currently signed with third parties regarding the use of any part of Victoria Park and the expiry date of these contracts.

A12.
There are three leases in place for the use of Victoria Park Golf Course.

These are held by CBD Golf Pty Ltd and are for:

1.
The Food and Beverage Services.

2.
The Golf Pro-shop.

3.
The Driving Range.

These leases expire on 18 August 2029.

Other leases in place at Victoria Park are:

1.
a 20-year lease for the management and operation of the Centenary Pool which is held by City Venue Management Pty Ltd. This lease expires on 20 May 2035.

2.
Trustees of Edmund Rice – St Joseph’s College. This lease expires on 21 November 2024.

3.
Board of Trustees of the Brisbane Girls Grammar School. This lease expires on 10 April 2024.

4.
Richmond Fellowship Queensland. This lease expires on 24 March 2023.

The one licence in place is:

1.
Trustees of Edmund Rice – St Joseph’s College. This licence expires on 31 January 2020.

Q13.
Please outline any contracts which were signed with third parties regarding the use of any part of Victoria Park which have ended since 1 June 2019.

A13.
Nil.

Q14.
Please outline any contracts which have been signed since 1 June 2019 with third parties regarding the use of any part of Victoria Park.

A14.
Nil.

Q15.
In relation to detection loops installed on Brisbane City Council roads:

(i)
How many detection loops have been installed since the start of the 2016-17 financial year?

(ii)
How many detection loops have been replaced since that time?

(iii)
Of those detailed in (i), how many have been pre-fabricated detection loops?

(iv)
Of those detailed in (ii), how many have been pre-fabricated detection loops?

A15.
(i)
There have been 427 detection loops installed since 1 July 2016.  

(ii)
2311 detection loops have been replaced since 1 July 2016.  

(iii) 
Of those captured in (i), eight were pre-fabricated loops.

(iv) 
Of those captured in (ii), seven were pre-fabricated loops.

Q16.
In regards to the Brisbane City Council bus fleet, how many buses have emergency exits that have been found to be non-compliant or defective since the start of the 2015-16 financial year?

A16.
Zero emergency exits have been non-compliant over the past four years.

Q17.
In regards to the number of bus drivers employed by the City Council, please complete the following table:

	Financial Year
	Number of employees on permanent contracts
	Number of employees on casual contracts
	Number of employees on trainee contracts
	Total number of employees

	2015-16
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2016-17
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2017-18
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2018-19
	 
	 
	 
	 


A17.
Please note, the number of casual bus drivers is always changing. Typically, a bus driver is made casual at their request, for work-life balance. Council aims to accommodate its employees’ requests where possible.

	Financial Year
	Number of employees on permanent contracts
	Number of employees on casual contracts
	Number of employees on trainee contracts
	Total number of employees

	2015-16
	1,515
	512
	130
	2,157

	2016-17
	1,477
	521
	291
	2,289

	2017-18
	1,506
	562
	273
	2,341

	2018-19
	1,532
	593
	234
	2,359


Q18.
In regards to the Brisbane City Council bus driver trainee program, what is the average cost of a trainee completing the program? 

A18.
As at 2018-19, the average cost to Council for each trainee, excluding salary, was $265.54.

Q19.
In regards to the Brisbane City Council bus driver trainee program, please complete the following table:

	Financial Year
	Number of trainees that completed trainee program
	Number of trainees hired to casual contracts at completion of the program
	Number of trainees hired to permanent contracts at completion of the program

	2015-16
	 
	 
	 

	2016-17
	 
	 
	 

	2017-18
	 
	 
	 

	2018-19
	 
	 
	 


A19.

	Financial Year
	Number of trainees that completed trainee program
	Number of trainees hired to casual contracts at completion of the program
	Number of trainees hired to permanent contracts at completion of the program

	2015-16
	41
	2
	39

	2016-17
	86
	7
	79

	2017-18
	121
	4
	117

	2018-19
	160
	3
	157


Q20.
How many bullying, harassment or other workplace complaints related to relationships between staff and managers were made by Council employees in the 2018-19 financial year?

A20.
9.

Q21.
How many bullying, harassment or other workplace complaints related to relationships between staff and managers were made by Council employees in the 2017-18 financial year?

A21.
3.

Q22.
How many bullying, harassment or other workplace complaints related to relationships between staff and managers were made by Council employees in the 2016-17 financial year?

A22.
7.

RISING OF COUNCIL:

5.48pm.

PRESENTED:





and CONFIRMED
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     CHAIR
Council officers in attendance:

Julie Park (Acting Senior Council and Committee Officer)

Victor Tan (Council and Committee Officer)

Billy Peers (Personal Support Officer to the Lord Mayor and Council Orderly)
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